
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 






li^m-'ik 



^?#S';0„ 






^''^ 



•^ -^v 



l^^0 



^^ 



«S^# 



4<aUr, 



^ !^.iy',JiK 




600006250J 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 




600006250J 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



X'f'^/^^^ 



COURSE OF SERMONS 



PREACHED AT 



GREAT St. MARY'S CHURCH, 



BEFORE THE 



UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, 

DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 1830. 



BY THE 



Rev. R. W. EVANS, M.A., 

FELLOW AMD TUTOR OF TRINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 



PRINTED FOR T. STEVENSON, CAMBRIDGE, 

AND 

C. J. G. & F. RIVINGTON, LONDON. 



MDCCCXXX. 



/Google 



Digitized by ^ 




CAMBRIDGE : PRINTED BY W. METCALFE, 

ST. mary's street. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CONTENTS. 



SERMON I. 



ON THE STUDY OF SCRIPTURE. 



[Preached on the day after that of conferring degrees.] 



Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth.— 2 Tim. ii. 15. . . ;, 1 



SERMON II. 

ON THE PECULIARITIES OF CHRISTIAN MORALITY. 

For I determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified. — 1 Cor, n,2 27 



Digitized by 



Google 



waUi 




I 



Digitized by ^ 



SERMON I. 

ON THE STUDY OF SCRIPTURE. 

[Preached on the day after that of conferring degrees.] 



2 Tim. ii. 15. 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God^ a work-' 
man that needeth not to he ashamed^ rightly 
dividing the word of trutJi. 

When we contemplate human life^ as it actually 
presents itself to the great mass of mankind in 
their daily experience and observation^ a wilder- 
ness of circumstances continually starting up un- 
locked for before their feet, between which, at the 
moment, the mind can trace no imaginable con- 
nexion, a succession, of thoughts and passions 
suddenly brought into play by unforeseen objects, 
•and too often scarcely influencing one the other, 
intermingled , without rational order, exciting 
without permanent effect, we can scarcely wonder 
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2 SERMON I. 

at the slight dominion which has ever been exer- 
cised upon practice by any system of morals, 
exhibiting, as they all must, a regular chain of 
consequences which is never witnessed in real life, 
leaving unaffected that great source of action — the 
heart, and addressing themselves to what is com- 
paratively so little consulted — the understanding. 
Nay, some may be inclined to go even further, 
and think that they throw the events of life, with 
which we come daily into close contact, to too 
great a distance by making them subjects of theory, 
and may thus lead men to speculate when they 
should be practising, and to think when they 
should be feeling. A work which should have a 
deep and abiding influence on real life should re- 
flect its image, presenting that real mixture of 
circumstances, thoughts, and feelings, which is 
found to exist there, and while not neglecting the 
proper appeals to the understanding, holding 
prominently forward a noble and influential mo- 
tive for the heart. And, such a work there is — 
the book ^f Holy Scripture. 

In this work, it would seem as if ay stem had 
•been purposely avoided. • The Gospels are narra- 
tives of facts, told as they occurred, which as they 
arrest the attention, engage also the heart, as it 



Digitized by VnOO^ IC 



SBRMON I. 3 

were incidently, in the great stream of doctrine 
with which they are pervaded. The Epistles again^ 
lliat great doctrinal storehouse^ are occasional 
letters, full of continual reference to &cts, and so 
seldom indulging in any lengthened train of argu- 
ment, that we are commonly left to gather the 
doctrine by putting together what is there de- 
tadied, and by supplying what was evidently pre- 
supposed. In order fully to understand and ap- 
preciate this character of Scripture it is sufficient 
to appeal to the effect of any one of those regular 
systems of divinity which have been drawn up 
from it How cold, how formal, how comparar 
lively unpractical they appear. Yet the doctrine 
is precisely the same^ it is the absence of facts, 
and the regularity of arrangement which causes 
this difference. In the one, we are presented with 
real beings, our Lord and his Apostles move 
before our eyes, the doctrines come forth, as call- 
ed by circumstances, from their mouths, or as 
illustrated in their behaviour: they are associated 
with facts, and thus make their impression with 
the solidity of substance upon the heart. We 
are presented not only with teachers, but with 
hearers* We listen to the one, we sympathize 

with the other. If our Saviour speak, we stand 

b2 
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4 SERMON I. 

among the train of Apostles and disciples ; if St. 
Paul reprove the Corinthians, we are interested 
in their sorrow : if he encourage the Thessaloni- 
ans, we participate in their joy ; if he advise Timo- 
thy, we join with him in fearful and trembling 
responsibility. Every little fact related or disclo- 
sed in allusion draws us into a nearer fellowship, 
giving additional substance of flesh to our concep- 
tions, awakening our social feelings, and thus 
opening all the channels of the heart to the recep- 
tion of the doctrine. At the same time, the mind 
thus moved feels a lively and pleasing interest in 
putting together in the understanding what is 
exhibited thus disjoined. Whereas, in the other 
case, our Lord becomes almost an abstract being, 
the goodly train of Apostles, disciples, and assem- 
bled churches vanishes at once, all facts are ex- 
eluded, we have to follow with our understanding 
the artificial firrangement of the compiler, and the 
heart has comparatively little palpable presented 
to it. This peculiar character of Scripture will 
also require peculiar qualities in its reader, which 
it must be the object of all Christian education to 
implant in others, and of every Christian student 
to maintain, unimpaired, in himself. It is evident 
that a book, so miscellaneously arranged, must. 
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SERMON I. 5 

in order to be read to due advantage, be thorough- 
ly read. Otherwise the mind will gather inade- 
quate, and therefore false views, by omitting some 
important particulars in the combinations which 
it forms from the detached portions. It must be 
read with more than common sincerity, with more 
than common diligence, with more than common 
perseverance. 

It must be read with more than common sin- 
cerity: because, since a perverse and disingen- 
uous heart can frame for itself the most accomo- 
dating views, by an omission of particulars, out 
of any complex question, or large body of facts, 
so has it especial facilities afforded it for this in 
Scripture, which comprehends both those cases, 
where it is not tied down, and compelled to follow 
every step, examine every point, by the chain of 
a systematic arrangement. And so too especially 
has it the will, because the real views which Scrip- 
ture presents are so humbling to human pride, so 
full of stem rebuke to the darling propensities of 
man, and unfold such awful views of present 
responsibility and future judgement, that our 
corrupt nature gladly lays hold of any means of 
turning aside from so uninviting a contemplation. 
In deducing its doctrines, therefore, such a heart 
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6 SERMON I. 

will decide as to what qaantity and what quality of 
detail it will select or omit. For examples of the 
most determined self-accommodation, we need 
only point out those who remoye the very corner- 
stone of the Christian faith, in denying our Lord's 
atonement, and to the manner in which they con- 
duct their controversy. But alas! perhaps we 
need not go beyond ourselves for an example, and 
our own consciousness, joined with our experience, 
will suggest many of those shades which intervene 
between the first timid flutter of stricken con- 
science or wounded vanity, which would fain, but 
dare not, turn aside from some mortifying con-^ 
elusion, and the proud defiance which shuts the 
volume at once, as speaking the language of a 
reproachful enemy. 

We must learn therefore to approach thia 
volume^ as we would the ark of God, with a pro- 
found reverence, and a wholesome fear of viola- 
ting its purity, with an offering of our whole 
heart; seeking in all humility the knowledge of 
his will, and not the confirmation of our own, 
laying that heart upon his altar to his searching 
Kght, in all its deep recesses, without the reserve 
of a single nook, or the subterfuge of a single 
turning. So will his Holy spirit descend upon us. 
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at once to purify our bosom, and enlighten our 
understanding. 

The study of this book must likfeWise be en- 
gaged in with more than common diligence; Itsi. 
very nature forbids any correct imformatioh tq 
be derived &om such a perusal as is given to 
other books. Such a perusal may indeed sUpply^ 
what is termed an historical belief, but it cannot 
effect the deep and lively impressions upon the 
heart, the holy imbution of the feelings^ the link- 
ing of the thoughts in one bond, and directing 
their mass to one object, and the steadiness of 
view which shall be able to fix what to mortal 
vision is so flickering, and gazci on the light with- 
out a mote in the eye or cloud in the air. — No! it 
cannot supply a firmly rooted faith. That is the 
reward of far superior exertions, the effect of an 
union of heart and understanding in the same 
eause^ which can be attained only by unwearied 
diligence, in putting together again and again, and 
weighing in all its bearings, the detail of holy writ.. 

It must be pursued also with more than com- 
mon perseverance. In the perusal Of other books> 
we often arrive at their conclusion with our rea- 
soning advanced, and our imaginaUoti excited 
beydrid the point at which the author has paused. 
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8 SERMON I. 

And^ in every case, so circumscribed is the mind, 
of man, a limited number of perusals is sufficient 
to give us fuU possession of all which the writer 
himself really understood. But Scripture presents 
us with a portion of the mind of God, and who 
hath known that, or been his eounsdlor? it can 
therefore never be laid down. Were human life 
protracted to a period ever so long, the more Jie> 
studied, the more would the student find demanded 
still his study. The heart needs a continual 
renewal of healthy affections by feeding upon the 
sense of God's wilt, the understanding to be 
brought from continual deviation into adjustment 
to the standard of divine truth, and as page i» 
turned over day after day, detached passagiea 
shoot, like distant centres, interlacing needles of 
connection, points, at which the mental eye before 
stopped as the limits of vision, become crowded 
with life and circumstance, in every direction 
views are expanding, difficulties clearing up, 
deeper and more lasting impressions are formings 
Who for instance will say, that his understanding 
ever arrived at an unbroken view, even within its 
reasonable limits,, in the epistle to the Romans? 
Who, that his heart ever reached its depth, in such 
a passage as St. Paul's farewell address to the 
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chiirch of £phesus» how much less in those in 
which he accompanies the Saviour of the world 
to the cross? Who, that he ever satisfied either 
heart or understanding in the crowded magnifi- 
cence and awakening conclusions of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews? The book which tells of future 
life may indeed well demand for its comprehen- 
sion all the employment of this, and the word of 
God for ever exercise the highest faculties of man. 
Such is the character with which the student 
must approach the holy volume : such it must be 
his care to form by .all preparatory means in his 
power. The foundation of it is evidently a habit 
of patient examination of detail, of a careful study, 
of facts, which must be the more numerous in 
proportion to the extent and weight of the super- 
structure. There is indeed an opinion, unfortu-* 
nately too prevalent, that such a habit is incom- 
patible with higher talents. Such an opinion 
can only be the offspring of vain indolence. For 
it is the very nature of genius to enter into the 
dust and tumult of the arena, and grapple hand 
to hand with detail: amid a multitude of facts to 
form his own combinations, create new shapes, 
cut out his own views, and to disdain to rest 
content with what are called general views^ those 
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10 SERMON I. 

ordinarj tracks through the field of knowledge^ 
which have been trodden bare by twice ten thou- 
sand minds before. 

To the formation of such a character^ there are 
many obstacles opposed, and by far the most 
serious are those which spring up in the very, 
field of knowledge itself. The deceitfulness of 
the ground is proverbial, and the more we are 
acquainted with it, the more we perceive the 
necessity of keeping a guard upon every step. 
Yet is it daily entered without the least foresight 
or precaution, as if there were a single spot in the. 
regions of body or of mind, which the great 
adversary had not beset with his stumbling-blocks. 
. Too many persons, when they have arrived at 
the end of that preliminary course of knowledge 
which has been imposed upon their earlier years 
by the wisdom and authority of their predecessors, 
and have come ta the use of their own discretion, 
are apt to think all concluded, when in fact all is 
but seriously begun. Misled by this notion, they 
either desist from further exertion, or make but 
a most inadequate use of the means which God 
has so bountifully put into their hands. 
^ One, for example, who has long from his 
comps^ratively confined spot cast a wistful, eye at 
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the wide field of general literature, spread out 
before him in such imposing extent and pleasing 
variety, takes immediate advantage of his liberty, 
to enter upon it with no other object in view 
than his own gratification. But it is the object 
in every pursuit which gives it its character, and 
rewards it with a blessing or a curse. And the 
only legitimate object of all knowledge is to turn 
it to God's service according to that peculiar 
station in which we have been called. Under a 
baneful influence therefore he is attracted from 
spot to spot without staying to receive a lasting 
impression from any one. He flies from pursuit 
to pursuit, as the drone from flower to flower 
without gathering honey. He grasps at all things 
and proves nothing. In course of time, his mind, 
habituated everywhere, from want of patient 
investigation, to gratuitous assumption, grows 
insensible to the force of proof, its independence of 
thought, by borrowing continually the views of 
others, through the neglect of the proper mean» 
to form its own, is broken, its stability destroyed,, 
and its straight-forward native ingenuity is gone. 
He mistakes for talent the slavish docility which 
it has acquired: loose and desultory habits come in 
the place of single-minded persevering industry,. 
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13 SERMON I. 

and an over-weening childish vanity fills up the 
measure of the curse of barrenness, v^rith which 
God ever visits the abuse of his gifts, and puts the 
finishing crown to a character which, when 
suffered to be completely formed, never was and 
never will be found among the earnest readers of 
God's holy word, whose value he has made him* 
self incapable of appreciating, unable to summon 
sufiicient attention to master its detail, or vigour 
of mental faculties to digest. * 

Another character also ill qualified to approach 
the holy volume with the due earnestness and 
proper information, is he who has never extended 
his serious pursuit of knowledge beyond the 
boundaries of the exact sciences. His great error 
lies in always judging of the nature of moral 
truth, (including in that word religious,) from 
that of abstract truth. Because the one can be 
taken up and entertained at any moment, so he 
thinks may the other: As the understanding alone 
is engaged in the one, he forgets that the heart is 
principal in the other : as the understanding is the 
sight to the mind, informing it at a single glance, 

* Few perhaps can have failed to remark that the great majo-* 
rity of our free-thinkers, are not only second-hand thinkers, but 
even second-hand readers. 
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he considers not that the heart is the touch also, 
informing it by the slow and successive appli- 
cation of piirts: that the former when it has once 
perceived a truths retains it fresh^ and involving 
all that it did when first discerned, and ever 
ready for immediate application, while upon the 
latter it comes by the gradual process of page on 
page, line on line, and letter on letter, is every 
moment losing some portion of its original fresh*- 
ness and extent, and requires, in order to be 
lasting, a continual reimpressioh. 

Hence he is too much inclined to undervalue 
the difficulties attending the reception of religious 
truth, and to be blind to the necessity of a 
constant recurrence to the written word of God. 
He is apt to consider the general notions which 
he has formed upon its doctrines, often through a 
most imperfect channel, as giving him possession 
of the results of the detail of the Holy volume^ 
and to think that into that detail, as into a set of 
subordinate truths they are resolvable at his 
pleasure. Thus not only have his habits of 
thinking disinclined him from the proper and 
minute study of scripture, but he is not so much 
as aware of its necessity. 

A third character is he, who having hung over 
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14 SERMON I. 

the treasures of literature^ and neglected^ as the 
miser his food^ the healthy supplies to the mind 
from the world without, has contracted the 
disease of an irregulated imagination. Nothing 
is more arbitrary in its choice than this^ nothing 
more exclusive when it has chosen. If it will fix 
upon the brilliant and the vast, it will also as 
often lavish all its wealth in capricious profusion 
upon the veriest trifle, for then it experiences the 
comciousness of its own powers displayed in the 
magnitude to which the gorgeous dress laid on, 
has swollen an object so insignificant. It will 
choose the vast for the room which it gives to its 
extravagance, the trifling for the indulgence <^ 
the pride of creation. All between, including the 
. golden mean of calm and sober dignity, is over- 
looked and despised. He comes, therefore, ill- 
prepared to the simple language^ quiet tenor, and 
Unaffected good sense of the Holy text He will, 
instead of sitting down to a patient study; and 
accompanying it with heart and understanding in 
lall humility, turn over the pages to find the 
favourite food of his mind, neglecting here, and 
fastening there, distorting thus its genuine fea- 
tures, and changing the form which was given it 
by God into a monster, the work of human hands. 
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It was even thus, that the earlier heretic cor- 
rupted the Gospel, and revelled in the contem- 
plation of a brilliant train of beings, the offspring 
of his own creation. 

These cases, to which more might have been 
added, have been stated as briefly and generally 
as possible, and, as all general cases must be, 
pushed to their extremes. It is not necessary 
.here to qualify them, and give them more praeti^ 
cal substance. Few, if any, of those who have 
tasted the enjoyments of a liberal education, and 
have paid proper attention to the internal opera- 
lions of their own minds, can fail to have detected 
in his own bosom, at some period or other, the 
elements of each. They must have experienced 
the strong temptation of a wide field of know- 
ledge, they must have felt the power of philo- 
sophicid generalization, they must have indulged, 
like the child who presses his closed eyes, the 
bidlliant and gorgeous colours of imagijaation. 
:Happy they, if they shall have been enabled to 
keep down each element in due and harmless 
subordination. These cases are sufficient for the 
.point in liand, which was, to show the more 
.prominent obstacles which the pursuit itself of 
knowledge throws in the way of th? study of 
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Scripture, rendering more rare, than perhaps is 
generally thought^ the character wKich was laid 
down for its earnest, and improving student. 

It would be strange indeed if the cultivated 
mind were not exposed to increased difficulties, 
and obnoxious to greater perils. The extension 
of a;ny sphere of good is necessarily that also of 
the evil which is so intimately mixed up with it, 
and the Giver of all good things, as he bestows 
not his gifts in vain, would depart from his usual 
economy, if he did not accompany them with 
corresponding trials to call forth their due exer«* 
cise. Therefore, a cultivated mind dwells in the 
midst of perils, and, like the intruder into power, 
cannot remain with impunity where it is. It can 
neither tarry nor sleep; if it grow not stronger, it 
is growing weaker ; it must go on, it must go on 
to greater and still greater power, until it attain 
that sovereign power which is conferred by the 
knowledge of the word of God. There alone is 
its resting-place, there only its throne, whence it 
can survey its enemies subdued and crouching at 
its feet. 

The knowledge of that word is indeed a sove- 
reign power to which all other knowledge must ad- 
minister but as a loyal subject. For iJl other. 
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however brilliant in appearance^ however vast in 
extent, however useful in means, yet, if inde-* 
pendent of this, terminates but in the mortal 
body. This is the fountain of honour to them alL 
The exact sciences ate truly valuable only inaik 
much as by furnishing the conveniences of life, 
they supply men with leisure for mental improve- 
ment, and therefore for the maintenance of a 
purer religion, ba by disciplining the reasoning 
powers they purge the mind from the super- 
stitions of a gross imagination, and as by un- 
folding the mighty workings of God in the natural 
world, they dispose him to turn with augmented 
interest and admiration to his glorious economy 
of the spiritual. The liberal arts are truly valuable 
only in as far as they humanize society and pre- 
pare and maintain the road of the Gospel, and 
furnish that vast body of preparatory and collateral 
information^ which is absolutely necessary to the 
dear understanding of its holy word. Yet such 
is the perversity of human nature, that as God is 
forgotten in his saints by the weak and super- 
stitious, so is this forgotten in its servants by the 
wise of this world. This is the teacher of the 
soul, not of mortal flesh: this enables us to do 

c 
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what the heathen endeavoured^ and reckoned the 
great object of his phaogojJliy,— what thepoet^ toa 
fondly, alA3 ! sang as its most glorious effect^ to 
surmount the terrors which encompass this mor« 
tal Iife> and trample under foot the insatiable 
grave. Yet this which supi^ies to overflow aB 
that the heathen so earnestly sought^ can be 
neglected by Christians ; yet it can be allowed to 
have a slighter influence than even his ineffective 
philosophy (which turned aside from the con* 
tempktion of immortality) so that their most 
serious studies shall scarcely receive a tinge from 
it. Let us cast another look, and blush the while, 
at the poor heathen whom we are so accustomed 
to pity for his scanty light and lamentable errors* 
So impregnated is his literature with his religum, 
so thoroughly is his language in every page 
imbued with it, that we cannot approach the 
oracles of Christian faith in the original tongue 
without a good acquaintance with his rites, his 
modes and objects of worship. As if God in the 
t^ounsels of his providence had purposed to put us 
to shame, and to discover to us at the swne mo- 
ment, with the glorious light ami comfort of his 
Gospel, the abyss of dwkness and error from 
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which he has deUrered as.* It would (it is fo* be 
{Seared) be a moartifyiog result^ were we to enteir 
teto a conqiarisoii for aseertai^ing the questioiiji 
wbkh of the two> from a perusal qS the same 
mimber of similar works in each the others Iran 
guage, would ha¥e the adrantage. Would the 
Greek derire as clear a m^ion of the Gosf^ from 
fmrs^ a» we do of Paganism fn»n his? 

Stilly however, it stedl gladly be allowed that 
the too^ great infrequeiK^ of the study of Scrip* 
ture does sot arise so much from a wilful ne^eet 
as frmn inadvei texicy« It is a book in eyery one's 
hands, a Imck which every oi^ is supposed to 
know, and which consequently every one sup- 
poses that he does know. But a great portion of 
this knowledge, with the possession of whidi he 
flatters himself, instead of being derived directly 
from the fountaiuf^head by a diHgeni perusal of 
the word, is often but that traditionary religio«]# 
mfbrmation which floats about in society, and 

* What a crowd of thouglit lies in the reflection, that thfi 
pages of Aristophanes should administer to the full understanding 
o# Scnjittnref — Against the remark which foBows, it may tte 
o\Q0eUd^ that the dignity and awfolness of Christian truth will 
not admit of the unceremonious introduction to which the heathen 
superstition was subjiBct. Making howfever this aftewancc, enough 
will remain for the argument. 

c2 
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which, with every advantage of a continual re- 
newal and opportunity of correction from atten- 
ding on the public offices of the Church, cannot 
but be exceedingly deficient, and comes to him, 
moreover, in the same channel with the law of 
the land, the conventional usages of the world, 
and other accompaniments, which degrade its 
awful character, strip it of all its heart-stirring 
power, and assign it a place scarcely above the 
established canons of society. This false pre- 
sumption of knowledge is also furthered by the 
fact of men being so much the slaves of general 
terms. Unfortunately, in exact proportion to 
their ignorance of the particulars which they 
include, and to their consequently seeming com- 
prehensiveness, is the idea which they entertain 
of the power of knowledge conferred in their use. 
And thus the most awful abstract terms of our 
religion appear to them to convey in the mere 
usage a much more extended knowledge than 
that of which they are really put in possession. 
Let us take off the familiar veil which has ren- 
dered some of these terms so tame andunappalling, 
and examine the real features which lurk beneath. 
How familiarly will men use the term Re- 
demption. But have they ever called up before 
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their mind^ and placed next to their hearts^ the 
facts which are included under it: man expeUed 
from bliss, — a world lost in iniquity, devoted to 
death, — the Son of God appearing as a Redeemer 
from heaven, crucified for its sins, raised up agaiu 
for its justification ? They will speak of grace. 
But have they learned from their own hearti?, 
gathered from experience, and drawn from the 
instruction of Holy writ, how much that was 
called in to repair ? Have they followed its glo- 
rious course in the characters exhibited in Scrip- 
ture from the first day of its visible descent upon 
the Apostles, tracing its healing influence on the 
weakness of human nature ? Have they examined 
its promises, its objects, its means, and sought 
by prayer its effects upon themselves? They will 
speak of the atonement But have they ever in 
their hearts confronted two beings face to face, 
— sinful, weak, mortal man, with Holy, Almighty, 
everlasting God, — and tried to reach the height of 
the mercy, and sound the depth of the love, which 
could draw cords of reconciliation between two 
siich beings ? They will use the term future re- 
tribution. But have they ever calmly looked in the 
face the tremendous aggregate of facts to which 
that term give^^nity, Christ coming with hi^ host 
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of holy angels^ and the trnmp of God, to judge the 
quick and the dead, of all tongues and of all ages, 
separating the crowd as Moses once the sea, on 
his right hand and on his left, welcoming the one 
side to bliss, dismissing the other into everlasting 
fire? They will speak of our Lord's divinity. 
But have they ever followed him in that glorious 
character through the two covenants, blazing as 
the angel of the one with fearful signs and won- 
ders, and going about humbly, as the minister of 
the other, doing good with miracles of mercy and 
love ? Have they reflected how overwhelmingly 
awful this attribute renders what is already so 
awful ; how it affects his rejection, his agony, his 
cross, and his grave; and how prominent in re- 
Bponsibility the Christian stands apart from the 
rest of naankind, since God is in a peculiar manner 
his Master; God in a peculiar manner his judge ? 
These are terms, the sense of which must not, 
cannot come and go at mens' bidding, nor, be- 
cause familiar as household words, must they 
deem that therefore they have a sufficient ac- 
quaintance with them. Half of the errors, both in 
religion and in morals, arise from inattention to 
the defined sense of general terms. They must 
continually keep them filled up to their full mea- 
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sure of meaning by frequent appeals to Scripture^ 
and give them thus their due weight upon the 
heart. Otherwise with advancing years they will 
make a slighter and slighter impression, until 
they lose all power of affecting, and sink into the 
most vague and unmeaning portion of the vo^ 
cabulary. 

There are many here present who have still 
their course before them. They are at that 
period of life when the experience is so common 
of those blissful moments, in which, from health 
of body, and lightness of heart, the bar^ animal 
existence is felt as an in^timable blessing. Oh! 
let me ask, then, what feelings do they think miust 
attend the consciousness of existence of a mind^ 
fresh in spiritual health, and full of the joyful 
assurance of immortality? Such is the effect o€ 
the word of God, thus it ccmfers the blissful 
feelings of eternal jrouth up<m the mind. Let 
both the recurresice and the remembrance of such 
moments bring the analogy to view, and accus- 
tom them to appreciate the exceeding value of 
this heavenly gift. Let them grow, indeed, in 
knowledge, but at the same time remember, that 
this is the one thing without which all knowledge 
at the best is useless, and may be most perniciouj$; 
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In hands thus instructed, knowledge is indeed a 
glorious, a powerful instrument, but, like all hu- 
man acquisitions, is in itself but a brute weapon^ 
depending for its good or evil on the mind of the 
employer, and may be used in felling God's cedars 
on Libanus, when it should be hewing down the 
groves of Baal. 

Let them, therefore, study to shew themselves 
approved unto God, workmen that need not be 
ashamed. Let them remember their Creator m 
the days of their youth, devoting to bis holy 
word the freshness of the morning of their days. 
Theirs is indeed a critical time, and oh ! therefore, 
while the heart is yet plastic and unperverted, 
still in healthy communion with the head^ while 
the mental vision is yet clear, while the power of 
observation is yet fresh and keen of edge, of at- 
tention yet undistracted, of memory yet retentive ; 
yea, let them remember in this their day, the 
talents which they are holding in trust. On the 
suitable employment of these gifts depends not 
only their native health, and masculine vigor of 
mind, but the power of appreciating divine truth 
is concerned, the welfare of their immortar souls 
is at stake. Once more, then, let me entreat them 
to consider together with the blessing, the respon^ 
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sibility also of the gift which God has conferred 
upon them in a liberal education ; and^ as they 
gaze on the wide and spirit-stirring prospect 
which he has thus unveiled to them, and feel that 
firmness of grasp and extent of power with which 
he has thus endued their understanding, let 
them resolve to render unto Him that gave, the 
first-fruits of their harvest. With the word of 
God let them begin, with the word of God let 
them end. And holding the right understanding 
of this ever in view, cheerfully let them enter upon 
the labour of detail, accustoming their minds to 
that patience which alone can produce a perfect 
work, or attain a precious object ; remembering 
also, that without the substantial support of a full 
body of well canvassed facts, reason will decline 
into barren speculation, imagination will degene- 
rate into idle dreaming. Let them imitate the 
patience of that wise king of yore, who built the 
temple of the living God, and laying fact upon 
fact, as it were stone upon stone, like good 
spiritual masbns, gradually raise and combine 
their views, till all grow in harmonious pro- 
portions of strength and beauty into a goodly 
temple, aptly fitted together. In such a temple 
only of the mind will Scriptural truth deign to 
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dwell : and it will dwells and fill the whole house 
with the glory of the Lord. 
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OK THE PECUUARITfiS OF CHRISTIAN MORALITY. 



h CoR* ii. 2. 

For I determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 

TaRSE forcible expressions are supposed to have 
been directed by St. Paul against the teachers of 
two systems^ most fruitful sources each of early 
heresy^ the questions of Greek philosophy, and of 
Jewish tradition, which were then vexing a church 
c<Hispicuous among the primitive seats of the 
Gospel for its lamentable divisions. Not unac- 
quainted with either system as we know St. Paul 
to have been, yet he deprecates most earnestly 
their being brought to bear in any degree upon 
the Gospel, to mix their turbid stream* in the 
smallest portion with its purity, and reminds the 
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Corinthians how he himself had preached it among 
them, with all simplicity and strict adherence to 
its principles, with an utter abandonment of all 
foreign knowledge, as if the existence of those 
systems had been wholly unknown to him. 

It had been well if this wholesome example 
had been more generally followed* But down 
even to our own day, man has been ever thinking 
that he can mend God's work, interpolating his 
own conceits among the fundamental principles 
of the Gospel, and Reason, deeming its province 
intruded upon by Revelation, has been struggling 
to remove the boundaries which have been set to 
her previously ill-defined dominion. This has 
been peculiarly the case in those questions which 
concern the duties of life. It was, indeed, to be 
expected. Their throng, their hourly occurrence, 
their worldly complexion are calculated to induce 
men to refer them to principles much more ac- 
commodated to their own notions, to sources much 
nearer at hand than the spirituality of the Gospel 
wilt allow. And thus, not only in practice, but in 
theory too, a mixture has been made of the light 
<>f nature, and of the illumination of the Gospel, 
which, while it obscures both, is more particu- 
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krly injurious to the latter in proportion to its 
superior purity and brightness. 

In the last address from this place^ I made a 
few opening remarks upon the arrangement of the 
holy volume, as singularly adapted to the purpose 
of teaching a rule of life which shall have a real 
and abiding influence on practice. That rule I 
«hall now proceed to discuss more particularly, 
and to ascertain how the doctrine of Christ cru- 
cified bears upon those duties which moral phi- 
losophers would fain have us derive from prin- 
<;iples which themselves have laid down. 

It win be necessary to devote a few previous 
observations upon their different systems, so 
general, however, that they will be considered as 
forming only two classes, in one of which the light 
of nature alone is consulted, in the other the aid 
of that of Revelation is called in. 

The first contains the several systems of ancient 
philosophy. Their deficiency in not supplying ^ 
motive of obligation sufficiently obvious, strong, 
and permanent, has been the subject of frequent 
remark. Nevertheless, they are of inestimable 
value to the Christian scholar, not only from 
4isclosing to him the peculiar points upon which 
a revelation was required to bear, not only from 
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the interMt which th^y excite by the heftrt- 
moving comparison ^f Hmt origfaial light of 
nature with our acquired illuminatioii from the 
Gospel, but principally because they hare almost 
exhausted the storehouse of human thought upon 
their subjects. Hither, therefore, the infiddwill 
appeal, and here the Christian must be prepared 
to meet him, and make him feel the untenable^ 
ness ef his ground. 

The second class is obriously destitute of aH 
these advantages. It remains to see whether 
their loss has been counterbalanced by the aequi- 
sition of any others. 

Perceiving the defect above mentioned of the 
ancient systems, the authors of these have thovig^t 
to supply it by calfing in from Revdation, the 
doctrine of a state of future retribution. To this 
plan, however, there are imurmountable objec* 
tions, not only from reason, but also from the 
Revelation itself whence they have borrowed. 

There is an objection in reason, first, because 
in a system of philosophy, all ought to be trace- 
able to one source. And this character forma the 
great beauty of al! the ancient systems. Oa sindi 
a principle, therefore, a friture state to whidb the 
system attaches, the final motive ^of obligation 
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o«ght to be demonstrfible, equally with the rule 
of life, from the light of nature. But every one 
knows that it is not. Thus the system is de* 
ranged and its logical unity dissolved by the 
introduction of an entirely foreign and indepen* 
dent principle. 

A second objection on the ground of reason is^ 
that our asscast to the doctrine of a future retri- 
bution implies an adequate notion of the Divine 
justice. But this (as in the case of other of God's 
attributes) must be derived from our notions of 
human justice. Thus we are conducted by such 
a system in a vicious circle. We must have 
formed an adequate notion of human justice 
before we canassait to the position of a future re^ 
tribution, and we must assent to the position of a 
future retribution before we can possess ourselves 
with an adequate notion of human justice. * But 

♦ How singular is the oversight of Paley, in laying down, or 
rather adopting, his fundamental definition : *' Virtue is the doing 
good to mankind in obedience to the will of God, &c I" Who would 
have supposed that he had never defined the term 'good,' one of 
the most thorny in morals, one whose application was a distin* 
guishii^ feature of difference between tbe two most fiunous 
sehook of anti^ty ? Besides (an unpardonable fault in » d^Sni^ 
tion) it is already included in the term * will of God,' as any one 
will see immediately, by merely substituting the words 'acting 
towardf^V for ' doing good to\ 
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the objections from the very Revelation itself, to 
which they profess themsdves indebted^ are of a 
still more serions cast. 

In borrowing this doctrine from Revelation 
they have entirely neglected to take with them 
the foundation upon which it rests, — the cross of 
Christ. It has accordingly shared the &te of all 
facts which are introduced, detached from the 
natural relation of surrounding circumstances. 
It droops and dies as a tree which has been 
transplanted without its roots, and as far as the 
planters are concerned, the roots have been left to 
perish too. For what is now their position as 
they lay down their transplanted doctrine of a 
state of future happiness? However stated, it 
amounts to this, that a man may be saved by the 
law which they there establish. It is difficult to 
see how this materially differs from the opinion 
so severely reprobated by our Church (and in 
that reprobation every Christian Church and 
person will join) namely, that ''every man shall be 
saved by the law or sect which he professeth, so 
that he be diligent to frame his life according to' 
that law, and the light of nature." This is, indeed, 
removing the offence of the cross, by removing 
the cross itself, for (as our article proceeds to 
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say) Holy Scripture doth set unto us only the 
name of Jesus Christ, whereby •men must be 
sayed> 

Let it, however, be allowed (for argument's 
sake) that this consequence from their system has 
been too closely pressed;^^ let it even be granted 
that advantage has been taken of unintentional 
omission, of neglect of fortifying points, of lati- 
tude of language. Still the effect cannot be dis- 
puted, which is to instil into minds not culpably 
unwary the above pernicious opinion, and to lead 
them to. think the grand and essential facts of 
Christianity, — pur Lord's incarnation, death, and 
burial, — an useless shew,- — a cumbrous machinery, 
the employment of which seems derogatory to the 
wisdom of Almighty God. Is it considerate ; is it 
charitable; is it dutiful to our crucified Master, to 
employ, or allow to be employed, a carelessness of 
expression pregnant with such dreadful conse- 
quences? 

Putting, however, the best colour upon all 
this, still we-find another objection behind, which 
cannot be set aside by any plea of mere looseness 
of language. 

For, let us supply what they may assert to be 
an unintentional omission. Then, since of course 
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a system of morality i» applicable to all mankind, 
their position stands thus : That all men, by ob- 
serving the duties which the system has laid dawn, 
will enjoy the future happiness which has been 
procured by the cross of Christ. But where is 
such a position to be found in Scripture? Where 
has it promised a state of future happiness to all 
mankind, upon living up to their duties? Its 
promises are confined exclusively within the pale 
of the Christian covenant, and the salvability of 
any without can be but the suggestion of a chari- 
table hope, or (granting the very utmost) a fit 
subject of argument for such as are prepared to 
engage in an interminable controversy. 

Thus, even upon putting the most favourable 
construction upon the systems of this class, we 
are obliged to conclude, that their foundation 
rests upon a position of which they affirm the 
certainty from Revelation, but which, in fact, is 
not to be found in any part of its records. 

It may, however, still be asserted that such 
systems, though not applicable to all mankind, 
may serve to point out a rule of moral conduct 
to the Christian, supplying directions where the 
Scriptures are not practically explicit, presuppose 
natural principles, or perhaps are silent altogether. 
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The state of the question thus narrowed brings us 
back to the point which was proposed to be ex- 
amined, and wiU render much assistance to the 
ccHirse of argument, by setting off in more promi- 
nent reMef the peculiarities with which the doc«» 
trine of Christ crucified invests all those duties 
which are the subjects of moral philosophy. 

Let it be borne in mind, that according to the 
latter systems just discussed, the motive which 
obliges the Christian is the simple one of a certain 
expectation of future reward or' punishment. Ac- 
cording to the gospel, it will appear to be one 
much more complex, or at least (even granting 
this to be the final) that it can never be acted upon 
by him except in association with a numba: of 
others of a certain class. Their rule of life also is 
sought among the principles of nature. In tiie 
Gospel it presupposes these, but is not confined to 
them ; so that the Christian calculating from those 
principles only would as certainly fall into error, 
as he who omits important elements in any de- 
duction of science. They suppose only two per- 
sons, man and God. The Gospel interposes a 
third, the Son of God, and this of course inv- 
mediately gives a new complexion to the whole 

tjuestion. 

d2 
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God the Father has made the promise of everr 
lasting happiness to man, upon obedience to his 
will, for and through the merits of his only be- 
gotten son Jesus Christ, who by taking our nature 
upon him, suffered death upon the cross ii) order 
to procure for man that inestimable blessing. 
But the Father, notwithstanding this reconcili- 
ation, has no immediate communication ^^ith 
man : he will turn away his ear from every note 
of praise or prayer, he will avert his face from 
every posture of supplication which is not addresr 
fied to Him through the mediation of the Son,-^ 
through him he bids him look for every blessing 
now and to come, to the new relation which he 
has established with mankind to confess himself 
indebted for all, on him to hang all his hopes, and 
liaving his heart impressed with the cross of 
Christ, his thoughts fixed in earnest contempla- 
tion of what his Saviour has said, done, and 
undergone, and thus imbued as it were with his 
precious blood, to proceed to action. 

It is evident^ therefore, that the will of God is 
not to be sought by the Christian merely among 
the natural relations of man to man. Those rela^ 
tions indeed still subsist, but they are all drawn 
by Christ towards himself, and acted upon by his 
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influience. Besides their mutual motions, they 
have also another and general course assigned 
them. If they follow not this course they are not 
witiiiin the system of Christianity. Every act o^ 
th^ Christian must have some reference to an 
act of Christ's, displayed by him in his sojourn 
upon earth, anid destined to exert its influence 
upon him, ad mystically affecting his spiritual 
station, as directly operating by example!, as ur- 
gently promoting by command. Thus, is God's 
will that we should be gratefully disposed, to b^ 
sought in the mere shallow elements to which the 
moral philosopher would direct us? Or shall we 
not rather carry into our practice that deep and 
settled feeling to which human language cannot 
give a name, that which we imbibe through every 
pore of mind from the contemplation of the cha- 
racter and bfiice of the Son of God. 

It is evident also, from the above consideration, 
that, as to motive, the Christian cannot, dare not, 
look at everlasting happiness without combining 
in the same view the cross of Christ. As con- 
sistently may he expunge from his creed every 
article intervening between " God the Father Al- 
mighty, and the life everlasting." No ! that life he 
looks forward to through a long and permanent 
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chain of objects, every link of which has been 
designed to move both his heart and understand^ 
ing: 'through his holy incarnation, through his 
holy nativity and circumcision, through his bap- 
tism, fasting and temptation, through his agony 
and bloody sweat, through his cross and passion, 
through his precious death and burial, through 
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and 
through the coming of the Holy Ghost/' This 
16 his perspective, down this long alley of glo- 
rious and heart-stirring factsy — he con^iemplirtes 
the life to come, and through this only, as a 
Christian that hopes for salvation^ dare he lod£ 
forward to everlasting happiness* 

On a basis so widely different from that pro- 
posed by the moral philosopher, rest the duties 
of the Christian, even where the former has 
borrowed the grand doctrine of eternal life. 

It may be satisfactory to illustrate this bearing 
of the doctrine of Christ crucified upon our 
practice, by a comparison of passages from the 
philosopher and from Scripture enforcing the 
same precept. We are, however, enabled to 
enter upon a parallel still more convincing, and 
striking. 

It is evident at first sight, that the book of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



SSRMON II. 89 

New Testament must contaia in its pages |;wo 
^ules of life; one, namely, which must have guided 
men before the Gospd dispensation was comple- 
ted by the descent of the Holy Ghost, and another 
by which they were influenced afterwards^ as 
members of that Covenant Accordingly, the for* 
mer will be found to prevail in the Gospels, the 
ktter in the Epistles. This distinction, obvious 
as it is, has not been sufficiently attended to, and 
its neglect has led to much laxity of opinion*. 
For many persons (and more especially the moral 
philosophers, to whose views on thdr Subject 
it was suitable) have naturally, though very in* 
considerately, fixed upon that great concentrated 
body of moral instruction contained in our Lord's 
sermon on the mount, and conceiving this passage 
as coming from our Lord's own lips, to contain 
(if any can) the Christian doctrine, have been led 
to regard it in a view too much approaching to 
that of a system of ethics. So striking is the 
difference, that some Infidels (not caring to ascer* 
tain the real cause) have not scrupled to assert 
that Christianity as it came from its author was a 
mere moral system, and that this was corrupted 
immediately after his death by his apostles, more 
particularly by St. Paul 
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The comparison of a very few parallel passages 
will be su£Scient for the purpose. 

In his sermon on the mount (Luke vi. 87.) our 
Saviour says, ''forgive, and ye shall be forgiven." 
Here is a moral precept, whose obligation (in 
addition to that imposed by the law of nature) 
arises from the authority of the Deliverer, and 
the promise from God with which he accompanies 
it. But when we meet with the same precept in 
the Epistles, we find it grounded immediately 
upon Christ crucified. Thus, in his Epistle to the 
Colossians, (iii. 12) St. Paul urges them "to put 
on bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 
a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, 
so also do ye." — Where we see both the rule and 
the motive which are peculiar to the GospeL 
Again, in the same sermon, (Matth. v. 42.) our 
Lord thus lays down the duty of charity* 
"Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee turn not thou away." Here 
is a moral precept enforced by the same authority 
as that above quoted. Let us now turn to the 
Epistles. In his second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians (viii. 9.) St. Paul is pressing them to con^ 
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tribute to the necessities of the saints, and thu» 
lays down the grounds of their duty : "For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich," 
Again we are presented with th6 doctrine of 
Christ crucified. 

Let one more example suffice. Our Lord> 
enforcing the duty of humility upon his disciples, 
says, (Luke. xiv. 11.) ''Whosoever exalteth him-* 
self shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted." But how does his Apostle 
exhort to the same duty? He thus charges the 
Philippians, (ii. 6, &c.) '*Let this mind be in you> 
which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God t but made himself of no reputation^ 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of man: And being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself^ 
and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. Wherefore, God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every natne : that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; and 
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that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

Never before, assuredly, was such an appeal 
niade to the heart of man, — it rouses it, as it were, 
with the thrilling strain of the trumpet. The 
humble man is raised from the dust to sit with 
angels. To what beggarly elements indeed do we 
return upon resuming the principles of the mora- 
list, — ^we seem to have fstUen at once from heaven 
to earth. 

Thus we find in Scripture a moral system infi- 
nitely more pure and perfect than any production 
of human hands, coming from the lips of its De* 
liverer with infinitely more authority, addressed 
also to a people which believed in the life to come,— 
we find this in the same book actually superseded 
by one which rests upon the fact and doctrine of 
Christ crucified. What shall we think, then, not 
only of the pretension, not only of the inutility, 
but of the mischievous antichristian tendency of 
those systems which we have been discussing. 

We have now traced the peculiar bearing of 
this grand fundamental doctrine upon our moral 
duties, both as presenting a rule of life, and as 
supplying a motive of obligation. There is, how** 
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ever, another point in which it is quite Bingular: 
it at the same time famishes an example. . 

In the case of every thing which admits of de- 
grees our imagination can always pourtray some* 
thing of higher excellence stilly till at length we 
obtain in the mind's eye an ideal model of per- 
fection. It is the constant contemplation of this 
model which leads us on from one stage of im- 
provement to another, and ever with our advance^ 
advances also; always at our head^ beyond our 
grasp, and unattainable. In this lies the source 
of all excellence, the poet and the painter, for 
instance, work after a model thus conceived in 
their own bosoms, but never to be realized by 
their lips or their hand, and therefore often regard 
their own production with a sigh, while it excites 
the admiration of surrounding crowds. In the 
same way we can form in our minds a model of 
moral excellence unattainable by imperfect human 
nature, and some writers have feigned fictitious 
characters to embody their notions, and supply to 
coarser and less tutored minds that spur to virtu- 
ous emulation which they themselves find within 
their own bosoms. But- after all, the real eflFect 
produced is slight. Men turn away from the 
impalpable unpractical model, listless, wearied^ 
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and incredulous* Ndw the system which rest9 
upon Christ crucified is not only a system of pre-' 
cept and doctrine^ but also an aggregate of facts, 
and we are presented in our Lord, as man, with a 
real substantial being, the model of all excellence^ 
one which surpasses every thing which our owd 
bosoms^ could have framed in their highest aspi-* 
rations. Great, indeed, is the advantage of an 
example. We are in morals, after all, but little 
children, we are too careless to enter into long 
detail, too ignorant to sum it up, and gather all 
its bearings^ We require, therefore, a sensible pic- 
ture to present at one glance what must otherwise 
be conveyed in long and minute description. And 
thus we can inform ourselves at once upon the! 
very brink of action, into which we are so con-' 
tinually hurried> with but a few moments tor 
spend upon preparatory reflection. 

But/ besides thid great example of our Lord 
moving like a sun through the region of Scripture/ 
we are presented in the train of his followers with 
innumerable lesser lights, borrowing from hhny 
and reflecting to us. All these are attainable, ai^ 
examples, and are at the same time proofs of the 
fulfilment of God's gracious promises in the resto- 
ration of our fallen nature* For in them we see? 
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the marvellous effects of the grace, which has 
been shed through Jesus Christ: in them we see 
the weakness of our flesh converted into strength 
of spirit: we see different and peculiar qualities 
in each exalted by the operation of that Spirit 
to a pitch of which we could scarcely conceive 
human nature capable^ and combining them to- 
gether are enabled to judge how the perfect man 
may hereafter grow out of our sinful nature. In 
them too, we see a holy band of martyrs and con- 
fessors exemplifying the conquering might of 
Christ crucified. ^'They had trial of cruel mock- 
ings and scourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and 
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword, 
they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
being destitute, afflicted, tormented (of whom the 
world was not worthy) they wandered in deserts 
and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth.''— 

These are our ancestors in the church of Christ. 
To their pictures we may look up, with their 
glorious deeds nourish our courage, and prove 
ourselves worthy descendants of the spiritual coa-- 
querors of the world. 

One point remains, upon which it is necessary 
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to bestow a brief notice, since it supplies the 
ground upon which the authon of the modem 
moral philosophy hare advanced the utility of 
their systems, and contended that Scripture does 
not dispense with them. 

It has often been remarked, and by some ob- 
jected, that Scripture, considered as a rule of life^ 
omits some important duties; as, for example, 
friendship and love of country* The objection is 
much more apparent than real, and goes in efkct 
no further than to say that these abstract terms 
do not occur there. We may with nearly as good 
reason blame t^e highly national Greek, or the 
staunch Roman, because they have no single 
abstract t«rm perfectly expressing our word — 
patriotism. Scripture, as teaching not on pro- 
fessed system, but indirectiy, by means of facts, 
and expressions called forth by facts^ is, on that 
account, no great dealer in abstract terms. But 
let the above terms be resolved into their ele- 
ments (and our practice must always so resolve 
them) and every part is immediately met by an 
applkation of Scripture. Thus, with regard to 
what is implied in the duty of friendship^ is there 
no command to be kindly afifection^d to one ano^ 
ther^ in honour preferring one another,— none to 
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beat with one another, — none to rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and to weep with them that 
weep, — ^has our Saviour left no such act on record 
among those which mark his earthly sojourn, — 
does his intercourse with the family of Lazarus 
supply no example, and are there few elements of 
this duty to be derived by him who is engaged in 
the daily contemplation of the Son of God offering 
himself upon the cross for his redemption? The 
fact is, that Scripture inculcates a far deeper, 
and much more holy and permanent feeling than 
such as is implied in friendship, which is included 
as the less in the greater, and it sums all up in a 
single term unknown in moral systems— brotherly- 
love («iXa&X0(a). It has been said also, and truly 
said, that Scripture sometimes attaches blessings 
or curses to duties or offences which it has never 
defined: that Covenant-breakers, for instance, are 
denounced, but the nature of a Covenant not 
explained. This is the very strongest example 
that could have been chosen. A word of more 
awful import does not occur in Scripture, it 
states the most affecting rdation in which mui 
stands to God, it raises up immediately before 
his mind a series of the grandest and most 
moving events which have occurred upon earth; 
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Scripture^ in fact, presupposes a state of society 
in which such duties are necessary, and such 
terms current. But since their common accep- 
tation in society may seem too undefined for all 
cases of application, to what source shaU we 
refer for their strict definition ? We must evi- 
dently have recourse to the light of nature which 
Scripture presupposes, and not by betaking our- 
selves to a mixture of the light of nature with 
that of the Gospel, commit Scripture in the ab- 
surdity of presupposing its own revelation. 

Practically speaking, there will be little neces- 
sity even for this. In practice, men are seldom 
curious to investigate the bounds of duty, except 
with a lurking notion of transgressing them; 
when they anxiously discuss the limits of obe- 
dience, they are on the borders of rebellion; 
when of patriotism, on the brink of treason ; 
when of friendship, on the verge of treachery. 

Thus it has been endeavoured to shew the 
nature of the doctrine of Christ crucified, as 
bearing upon those duties which the moralists 
assume as their province. In the course of this 
investigation there has surely appeared no in- 
clination to undervalue and decry the usefulness 
of moral philosophy. So far from, it, that an 
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acquaintance with the study, as based upon the 
mere light of nature, has been[expressly stated, at 
the outset, to be essential to the character of the 
Christian scholar of the well-appointed defender 
of his faith. But to those systems, which, by 
borrowing a truth, and not the whole truth, from 
Revelation, obscure the light of nature at the 
same time that they stain the purity of the Gos- 
pel, to them it is freely confessed that an equal 
deference has not been paid. Nor can he who 
addresses you sufficiently express, even in the 
most earnest terms of deprecation, his full sense 
and dread of their baneful eflfects. Alas! what 
they are too well calculated to produce, requires 
no additional encouragement. By the corrupt 
infirmities of our nature, we are already but too 
well disposed to dwell slightly upon the great doc- 
trine of Christ crucified, to have recourse to any 
other base than this for a rule of life, and, like the 
Ivilful leper, to prefer Abanah and Pharpar to all 
the waters of Israel. From long habit also, and 
careless enjoyment, we are disposed to mistake an 
indulgence for a right; and thus to deem of re* 
vealed doctrines, such as the life everlasting, as 
primary inherent principles in our nature. Add 
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to this general tendency, — vices which impel many 
men on such a forgetfulness of our Saviour's 
cross, weaknesses which incline almost all. Our 
indolence is gratified by thinking to rest upon 
this one single fact of a future state, without 
being compelled to go through the long and 
awakening detail by which Scripture conducts us : 
our vanity looks complacently at the dignity of 
future glory, but turns away from the humiliating 
rebuke of the .atonement : our love of enjojrment 
gazes with delight on the prospect of the happi- 
ness to come, but shrinks from the energy, the 
self-denial, and mortification, held forth from the 
cross of Christ. Thus all our corrupt nature 
tends with the whole of its bias this way. And 
shall education be called in to confirm it? 

O, let us not err ourselves, nor lead others into 
error. To the Christian, the life to come is no 
abstract idea, which can be bandied about in 
heartless, selfish calculation; it is a crowd of ideas 
awful and vast, bidding defiance to the manage- 
ment of the puny mind of man. It is no single 
detached fact which will happen, against which 
we are to provide: it is one of a series, the far 
greater part of which hM h^jipened^ and is affisct- 
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mgmaX this moment It in 119 fm^^ elepent 
wHek may limine the he»d: it coi^l;^!^^ ^ ^hrong 
of ^mQtto^» to stir Ae l»art- Its e^t^psip^joji 
ewnott be ^#;en up }>y «ny one 9t hif plef^jor^: 
habitual earnestness alone has this pd^eg^; d^(^ 
whm talf en up, it i^ulres ^oi^t te wgipt^iij as 
W^ should. For it reqjl^r^8 tp ^ ;n^nta}i\^ by 
fijtudious reading of Gqj^*^ word,— by freqi^fipdt mp- 
dital^ion oiu the iuterveutions qf Gpd Yrit(i man 
there de4;ailed; and by continual p^ayer^^tl^if 
a^rcher of the Spirit, and opener of the he^ 

Nothing i» so dangerous a^ tp i;ei^r ^this ^afh 
trin^ familiar tp the mind, dive^t^d of jits Gpppi^l 
accompmaimeat^ ; mi the Chri^tii^ wVq Ms mqp 
brought himself to hpld jit ^te^dily in yieiy^ withr 
put iucludiflg Chrisjt.crucified, has, ^n tl»fi.t n^omp^t, 
yirtually deuied the Lord whp bpught him, — 
ceckc^d his blpod fiprampn blppd,-T:Cjijpi§e4 
Christ a&esh. 

Let the cold cfdcu]atpr be tol^^ th^tit is Christ 
crucified which alpue enables hii^ or giv^ 14^ 
imy right to Jpii^ ftpward to the reward of ^Qptl^r 
life: it 13 j;his alpne (and not human precept) 
which can sustaip his feet in this i^orld^ amid the 
shock of daily conflict. And to this alone (and to 

£2 
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no help of human reason) when wounded by the 
great adversary^ can he look up^ as to its brazen 
type of old, and be healed. Here alone lie all his 
means of grace: here alone are seated all his 
hopes of glory. 

A celebrated father ♦ of the church, in remark- 
ing on the accomplishment of these words of the 
Prophet, /' and his rest shall be glorious,'* says, in 
his fanciful manner, ^the very form of his death 
is more glorious than a diadem. — Therefore, kings 
putting off the diadem, take up the cross, — ^the 
symbol of his death: on the purple, the cross; 
on diadems, the cross; in prayers, the cross; on 
arms, the cross; on the holy table, the cross ; and in 
every quarter of the world the cross shines more 
glorious than the sun.'* What in his days was 
fast quitting the heart, and taking its place among 
the baubles of outside shew, degenerating into 
the sign of a wretched superstition, let us, in ac- 
cordance with purer times, resume spiritually in 
our bosoms : when we rise, the cross: when we 
lie down, the cross : in our thoughts, the cross : 
in our studies, the cross: in our conversation, the 
cross: every where, and at every time, the cross, 

* Chrysostom: Vol. i. p. 569. Ed. Benedict. 
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shining more glorious than the sun. Yea! let 
this, in our warfare below, become our sign, and 
in this we shall conquer. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON III. 



ON THE ANALOGY OF THB NATURAL ANP 
SPIRITUAL BIRTH. 



1 Peter i. 23. 

Being born again, not cf corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word (f Ood, which 
liveth and abidethfor ever. 

To be born again of God and of the Spirit, — ^to be 
begotten by the word and through the Gospel, — ^to 
put off the old man and put on thenew,^-to become 
as little children,— to grow in grace and knowledge 
of theLord,-^to come unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ, — 
these are phrases which are continually meeting 
our eyes in the pages of Holy Scripture, and it 
were well if their pregnant meaning as often 
found its way to our hearts. They are indeed 
figurative, but it is only by means of illustration. 
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drawn from the world of flesh, that our imperfect 
nature can obtain a glimpse of the objects and 
operations of the world of spirit, and they convey 
to us, as clearly as our duties and condition here 
can require, the important fact, that we have to 
undergo a moral death, — the death unto sin; and a 
moral birth, — ^the birth unto righteousness; and^ 
that there is a strong analogy between the birth 
and growth of the body, and that of the Spirit, so 
that we may learn from the one to ascertain with 
sufficient precision the progressive stages of the 
other. 

As this analogy (which it is now purposed to 
pursue) is intelligible only so far as our conscious- 
ness carries us, it will be sufficient to commence 
it from that moment, when God,, by some one 
among his many merciful interventions with sinful 
man, calls him from a state of worldly thought- 
lessness to a serious consideration of his spiritual 
condition, and from a secure and almost uncon- 
scious enjoyment of mere initiatory spiritual privi- 
leges to their actual and full exercise. That mo- 
ment is, perhaps, with some but too transitory, and 
the creature dies almost in the birth; others expire 
in the rudiments of childhood; some, alas, in the 
prime of manhood ; some, after a long struggle 
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with infirmity^ start into health, and illustrate the 
analogy to its full extent, to their own salvation, 
and the glory of their Master. 

Let us take the natural world, and contemplate 
the young child. Observe his intense curiosity; 
his unwearied, minute, and detailed examination of 
the new world around him. He will not be satis- 
fied with the distant evidence of sight, hereafter 
to be his principal guide, but he must touch, 
taste, handle, and thus is forming that correctness 
of vision whereby he may in future judge of what 
lies beyond his reach. Such is the new man upon 
his first introduction into the spiritual world. 
Besides what is peculiar to it, all that detail 
which before surrounded him, but scarcely could 
engage his attention, now invested with a new 
character, solicits his observation at every mo- 
ment, from every quarter. All that train of con- 
sequences, which flow so abundantly from the sin- 
fulness of man, — from the mercy, love, and justice 
of God, — ^from a crucified Redeemer, and the cer- 
tainty of everlasting life, — all that is delivered line 
by line, and page by page, in God's holy word,— all 
the hourly duties of life, which are now become 
the palpable dress of spiritual meditation and 
feeling, — all the opportunities which his clear sight 
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now perceives, thrusting themselves upon his 
notice, coming from God, like his daily bread, to 
try and nourish his young faculties, — all these fill 
his sphere of thought and action to overflow, 
attract him by their novelty, — invite him by their 
grandeur to examine and compare, and spiritually 
handle. His ardent curiosity will let nothing 
pass before him, merely as an object of sight ; he 
must take in hand and prove all things, and cleave 
to that which is good. Thus he acquires those 
just powers of spiritual tision by which he ex* 
tends his sphere of knowledge^ that he may be 
enabled to comprehend With all Saints what is the 
*' breadth, and length, and depth, and hdght, and to 
know the love of Chtist which passeth knowledge, 
and be filled with all the fulness of God.*" 

The child, moreover, even while apparently 
least engaged, is, nevertheless, by various unseen 
Ways, acquiring the necessary experience in the 
world around him; his habits are forming ; he is 
growing conscious of his faculties of body and 
mind, more sensible to the calls of his new exis* 
tence. And so, too, the infant of the spiritual 
world, in his intervals of practical quietude, is 
still busy; his newly formed thoughts are arrang-^ 
ing themselves; his mind is ascertaining its place 
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dlid relation in the hew world; he is almost iin* 
cdhscfidusly analyzing knd combining the precious 
materiald which he has gathered^ so that on his 
return to more active communication it is With 
augmented powers^ and with more intense enjoy- 
ment. The dhild's communication with the sen- 
sible World presents him immediately with one 
set of ih^tihcts^ and^ mediately^ through gradual 
ex)[>i^rience^ with another ; and thus he proceeds 
ftbm the tise of his mother's breast^ ot his own 
fimbs^ Or^kiis^ and apj^etites, td those mUltifaHouift 
habitsi'^ihose ibstantdheoUs^ though acquired 
bpeikti&ns, bodily^ intellectual^ and mOrali whi6h 
nhtebhsciotisly Ate Exhibited by a settled system 
d^ biddy And n&indi Exactly analogous is the pro-i 
ta^ ktid tetsult upoti oui^ introductlbn to the sjnri- 
tual world. And> HA in the SMrmer tcase^ W(^ w^te 
vthd^ the ihflnence of that continued exettiM of 
Gtod's ptowefr, td Which We owed our biith, and 
Which W6 g&Uh&ture ; sd, in this^ w« aaie ilhiiier th6 
SMftmued gWCe ttf li*e H^y Spirit, by which We 
We^bdt^i sM 1^ World to which h^ has brought 
nl9> ^M^atl% Apon Mir mincbB> produceB a ckss of 
A]^^iate ^pititual instincts, partly directiy 
fWrth the vfery fedt of our intercourse, partly indi- 
r^6tly in the process of habitual reflection ^md 
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continual experience^ the results remaining by us 
ill the shape of first principles, though the pro- 
cess by which we arrived at them may have been 
long dismissed from memory. To the former 
class, for example, belongs the fear of God, and a 
sense of our own unworthiness, — the immediate 
and inevitable results of our first communication 
with the spiritual world. Among such as the 
course of time supplies, may be placed instanta- 
neous resistance to temptation: for it is only by 
a series of mortifying experiments that we can 
learn to distinguish its most dangerous aspects, — 
espy its most formidablepointsof attack,— estimate 
the ruinous consequences of a momentary relaxa- 
tion of our guard; and thus arrive at the desirable 
result of an instant and intuitive view of the 
peril, and of as instant repulsion. 

As in the case of the child, these principles in- 
crease in strength and number as we proceed, 
daily embracing a wider range of our actions, and 
guarding us more and more effectually from those 
unforeseen accidents, — forestalling all calculation, 
to which our course is liable. Fresh acquire- 
ments being daily made, others obtained long ago, 
are daily settling down into the class of first prin- 
ciples. And thus, as in the sensible world, our 
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immediate healthy communication with the spi- 
ritual world being secured, the higher faculties 
released from the slavish duty of the mere preser- 
vation of this new existence are at liberty to 
extend their range of discovery through the 
realms of spirit; day after day refining our nature, 
and raising us from a precarious and bare subsis- 
tence, to a more exalted state of being. 

The right use and diligent exercise of these 
faculties, acquired under our education by the 
Holy Spirit, is as necessary to our spiritual health 
as those of the body, under the continual influ- 
ence of its peculiar Creator, are to its vigour and 
perfection. Mis-employment, or neglect, not only 
prevent progress, but also cause them to recede. 
Derangement ensues, and disease day after day 
closes up some organ of communication with the 
world of spirit, till at last an exclusion, a spiritual 
death, ensues. Meanwhile their proper use and 
improvement is attended with pleasurable feelings 
analogous to those which accompany a healthy 
growth of the body, and as the yo6th hails with 
delight the increasing supplies of stature and 
strength, which by God's bounty are flowing in so 
fast upon him, so the born of the Spirit enjoys the 
consciousness of continually increasing strength 
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of spiritual grace^ the development of one faculty^ 
the ripening of another, by which he is enabled 
to soar stiU higher above mere earthly existence 
and arrive at a closer ccnnmunication with the 
Father of spirits. 

No analogy however can be per&ct. Sooner or 
later the parallel must ^. In the xase now 
before us, we must remember, that while we are 
perfect denizens of the sensible world, we are at 
the same time but imperfectly admitted to the 
spiritual. In some points, therefore, this analpgy 
of flesh and spirit can be but faintly tracedj,-r-in 
others will fail altogether. For instance^ in the 
former so powerful are our instincts, that no per- 
version of our reasoning faculties (and this has 
been attempted) can resist or overcome tibem. 
But in the latter, owing to our imperfect tenure 
of it, their resistance may be surmounted by wily 
argument, and the consequence is more dreadfi)} 
in the proportion of a spiritual to a corporeal 
death. Therefore, they must be guarded and 
obeyed with all diligence : they are as necessary 
to our spiritual welfare as the belief of first prin- 
ciples is to that of the mind, as the continuance of 
its various involuntary motions to that of the 
body. Let the Christian, therefore, beware how 
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he ai^ues against an instinctive rdiuctanee of 
spirit. Let Mm contentedly abide the charge of 
obstinacy^ becuise he cannot assign his reasons 
for it, and demand in return of the man of argu- 
ment, why he turns away from a precipice,-— avoids 
a raging torrent, — shonsa devouring fire* We may 
be assured, that whenever reasoning is employed to 
stifle iMs internal protest, whether from ourselves 
or from others, it is suppUi^ by tiie father of lies, 
is a net laid for our £eiet by the unwearied craft 
of the enemy of our salvation, who woi^ wilHi^y 
quench the li&ngiving Spirit within us, and re- 
duce us Qoce mose to the mortal bondage of the 
flesh. 

Again, our spiritual creation is not indepen- 
dent, like that of our body, of 9,ny previous 
existence. It presupposes all along the ruder 
elements of our moral nature, and before we can 
acquire new principles, peculiar to a communi- 
cation with the spiritual world, such as maintain 
our intercourse with the sensible must have been 
ipaoulded anew, — received a different bias, — taken 
another channel. 

We have not only to learn, but to unlearn. And 
one of the most delightful feelings with which God 
rewards our spiritual improvement, is the dis- 
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covery at lengtl^ of a task which can satisfy our 
noblest faculties, one in which alone we find 
them to act in perfect unison with concentrated 
effect, and this our complicated mental frame to 
shew forth all the harmony designed by the hand 
of its Creator. It is a feeling analogous to that^ 
of manhood, when it finds the proper direction 
and combined effect of those powers which had 
been lavished separately, and without object, on 
the trifles of childhood. For example^ the Chris- 
tian who had formerly found, as he thought, his 
powers of understanding so yigorous, so acute, so 
suitably employed in the questions of policy, 
literature, or science, discovers now that they 
were coarse, blunt, inadequate, and unsuitably 
employed, compared with those to which in the 
service of the Spirit they have now ripened, when 
his judgement has grown up to that intuitive and 
exquisite discernment of God's will, — that nice 
selection amid the daily mass of occasions placed 
before him of what shall contribute best to his 
own spiritual health, and most redound to the 
honour and glory of his Saviour, setting apart 
with unhesitating distinction, profitable from un* 
profitable, — holy from unholy, — ^lasting from fleet- 
ing, — what is of God from what is of man; when 
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his power of abstraction is spent no longer on un- 
practical dreams, but grasps real spiritual essences ; 
when his foresight pushes far beyond the bound- 
aries of life ; and when his power of attention has 
become an absorption, by which he can shake off 
at will the distracting intrusion of the world. 

Meanwhile, the power of imagination, that 
fruitful source of virtue and crime, of joy and sor- 
row, controlled now in its course by those improved 
powers, fastens upon what is pure, turns away 
from what is impure. It draws out before him, 
in visible series, God's mercies and dealings with 
mankind; it brings home to his heart all that is 
detailed in Holy Scripture of his suffering and 
triumphant Saviour; embodies his holy attri- 
butes; renders sensible his presence, and con- 
tinually holds up to his mind that which it is his 
prime object to realize,-^the model of the Christian 
character ; depicturing all his graces and acquire- 
ments; suggesting his pure and unworldly sen- 
timents, — ^his towering thoughts, — his unceasing 
homage to God, — unwearied charity to man, — ^his 
meekness, patience, hope, fortitude, — and pre- 
senting his crown of everlasting glory, and the 
peace of the world to come. 

Similar too is the imprbvement of his affections, 

F 
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which being in the first instance generated and 
nurtured by healthy exercise upon their proper 
objects on earth, and thence lifted up to God 
their final object, in whom alone they find 
their cravtdgs satisfied, and object permanent^ 
return upon the objects of daily duty endued 
with a constancy superior to all caprice of chance 
or change, founded upon a new and un£Etiling 
basis. The Christian lovea, for Christ loved him; 
forgives, for through Christ he was forgiven; is 
humble, for he is a fellow in sin ; is charitable, for 
he is a brother in redemption ; is patient, for he is 
an heir of salvation. Even the commonest gifts 
and qualities grow up into estimable Christian 
graces: passive good nature is exalted into active 
charity ; sanguine temper into lively hope ; flow of 
spirits into angelic cheerfulness; diffidence into 
humility; a quiet spirit into fortitude; content- 
ment into devotion. 

Thus, from his communion with the spiritual 
world, the Christian comes as from the presence 
of God, with his faculties refined and affections 
purified, carrying into the world of fiesh around 
him, like Moses from the mountain, traces of the 
high communion in which he has been engaged. 
But his illumination is not of the face but of the 
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mind; not to biBdone away, but introductory to 
greater. 

Such are a few of the coincidences which may 
be brought forward to illustrate the analogy <of 
the growth of body and spirit, the Holy Ghost 
supplying ^ continual inspiration of life to its 
creature, just ad the Creator supplies the breath 
of his nostrils to the man. It is difficult perhaps 
to pursue such an Analogy far, without inadver- 
tently fsdling into the error of describing spiritual 
operations as too much allied to corporeal, and 
much caution is required in drawing deductions 
from metaphorical illustrations where the line of 
correct doctrine can be kept only by incessant 
xi^ference to other considerations, which haste, or 
the natural fondniess of pushing an analogy, is too 
Apt to overlobk. None, however^ will dispute the 
isondttsion^ that spiritual amendment must be a 
WOtk of time. Its cotnmenfcement indeed must, 
like our birth into the sensible wbrld; be momen- 
4ary, whether it be referred to our entrance by 
baptism into the church of the Christ and God, 
or to the first awakening impression of spiritual 
things upon the worldly-minded heart. But we 
nday as well expect the perfect man to issue from 

kis mother's womb, as conceive the Christian to 
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be completely formed in the instant of his first 
turning his heart from the world to God. Were 
we to proceed with the analogy^ we should con- 
clude, inasmuch as the nobler creature is longer in 
arriving at maturity, and as the creature thus 
born, admits neither of old age nor of death, that 
the spiritual man was longer in forming than the 
natural. Not, however, to insist upon this, it 
must be borne in mind that there is a long process 
to be undergone before a positive growth in spirit 
can be said to commence: previous affections 
must be weaned, — passions subdued, — faculties 
diverted from a wrong channel. And, moreover, 
let it be remembered, that the full measure of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit is not poured upon the 
mind at once : it is distributed by successive por- 
tions, increasing in proportion to what is already 
maintained, and turned to its proper account 
there; for, as our Lord himself says, ''he that 
hath, to him shall be given: and he that hath 
not, from him shall be taken even that which he 
hath." 

Great, therefore, on every consideration, is the 
danger of procrastination ; and even to speak of 
the past in the solemn phrase of lost moments 
never to be recovered, is to express but half of 
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the melancholy truth. For every one of those 
moments^ however swift of foot, or light of bur- 
den, has left its impression for good or for evil 
upon the mind, according to its state, clean or 
unclean, just as the same outward impressions 
which bring health to healthy organs, but aggra* 
vate the disease of the unhealthy. There is no 
middle point: if we go not forward, we go back- 
ward ; if we be not standing, we are falling ; if we 
be not in health, we are in decay. Do we delay 
on the idea of being able to commence the work of 
religious amendment, and start into newness of 
life at will ? Every consideration is opposed to an 
idea confessedly so absurd, and yet so commonly 
acted upon. And it is, indeed, a strong proof of 
our delusion, that with the analogy of the body 
before our eyes, and that body too, often suffering 
for the sins of the mind, we should think to 
resume our moral health at pleasure : that while 
months and even years of painful and cautious 
regimen are often necessary to re-establish the 
one, a few hurried days are at all times sufficient 
for the restoration of the other. That wound and 
bruise, and putrefying sore, which for the best 
part of Hfe have been cankering and eating into 
the mind, shall cease at once their horrid repast. 
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upon the bare exptression of our wish for health, 
a]^4 sorrow for their or^in. 

The huipt^n mind, however inattentive we n^y 
be to iti^ operations, is all along growing up to^ 
wi^rd« a certain system. Feelipgs are becoming 
roqted ; thoughts are interlacing with one anot^^ 
according to soni^e predominant principle, which 
at last assuming sovereign sway, e}(cludes aU such 
as will not ben^ to ^he g^?ral organization whi^h 
i^ has established. If this principle, therefore, 
hav^ nothing in common with tl\9 Qospel ^ Jesua 
C);irist, it will in the end eflfectnally excln^? aljl 
i^nse pf its necessity, and almost pf its e^istencf^ ; 
j^nd if it be n^t actually the Gospel of Christ, it 
Yfill a^it but of partial views ojf that Mrhich yre 
ou^ht ^o comprehend as a whole. Langn«r a^ 
Ustlesfipi;i,ess ar^ ^he consequence, and repeated 
stumblii^ from ignorance and carelessness ^iptak^ 
ns^ ^gnsited with the roa,d which 1^ h^a P<Wi^ 
e^ 9ut. We ajT? blaming i^ onr h^ear^a thf ^^^7i 
verity of Gpd^ when we ^g^ye tp. pomjj^a^ifl qni^ 
9J^ pur own waip^^ 9f eney^j^ an^ a^cysing ^ 
i^^gg^dness of lights whiql^ our earnest an(^ sni- 
<??]^e ejf^rtijOn is, ^cc^rding to ^s hojy prppiise, 
^i^^jnr^dj 9f obtaining in satisfying fulness. 

It is ini perfect accordance vfitl? ^hia nan;pwn)?8i* 
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of view, to sit down in idle expectation of some 
peculiar summons to begin upon the work of 
newness of life, as if all had not be^s summoned 
by their acquaintance with that Gospel, in the 
very front of which it is written, *' Repeat, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand," as if aU required 
that palpable interference which called the Apostle 
of the Gentiles to his vast and extraordinary 
charge. But have they indeed had no call? Has 
God never been chaUenging their atteoftion amid 
the multifarious incidents which he has strew^^ in 
their daily course, and the many desires^ m re- 
luetances with which he has inf((»rmed their spirit ? 
Have they no remembrance of resolution formed 
fimn time to time, — none of hours of repentance, 
— ^none of hours of hope, — none of hours of that 
holy calm which instantly overspreads the bosom 
when it has formed some pious determination? 
All th^se were consequent upon some call of God, 
and we: evidences that he hps not been forgetful 
tf them. But if they pass by such as these in 
^qpeqtation of sometMng m^ore rousii^^, more 
special, of wihat nature may we reasonably con- 
elude that to be which they await so complacently ? 
God's ordinary dealings with men lead us to 
presume that it will come in the shape of some 
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overwhelming visitation^ which shall scatter their 
habitual frame of thought to the winds, dissevering 
all their usual links, and tearing them with their 
affections from earth, weeping and dropping blood 
like the fabled myrtle. So that all being once 
again disentangled, they may grow together anew 
according to a new principle, which is Christ in 
the mind and in the heart. Oh ! let no one wait for 
such a call as this to his duty. 

We have now but just advanced within the 
commencement of one of those revolutions of time 
by which we member the days of our sojourn 
upon earth, a period upon which the most careless 
are accustomed to bestow some reflections. For 
who can avoid throwing back a look upon days 
now parted for ever, and upon time which never 
can be recovered ? Happy he, who in his present 
state of mind and practice can find substantial 
records of past moments. To him, though bodily, 
they are not spiritually past, — ^they have an indis* 
soluble link with the future, — they are the palpable 
earnest of eternal life, — the first-fruits picked here 
and there of an abundant harvest. Far different, 
indeed, is he whose retrospect is but a dream of 
barren thoughts and idle pursuits, where all is in 
wild disorder without the one grand object, and 
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runs from the grasp of memory, as freely as the 
sands of the hour-ghuss which have measured 
those precious moments. To him may well be 
addressed the words of the Apostle, '^ Awake thou 
that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light." For he has been indeed 
sleeping, and the dreamer has been indulging 
amid darkness and night in fantastic and un* 
bridled thoughts; he has been enjoying a world 
of his own, where he himself has been creator, 
and not God, — ^where all has gone according to his 
own capricious imagination, and the will of God 
has found no place. The sights and sounds of 
God's world have been excluded, and he has 
wasted the precious moments, — reckless of place^ — 
insensible to the lapse of time, — holding converse 
with unsubstantial beings,— expending his affec- 
tions upon fleeting shadows. 

''Life is a dream," said the natural man. 
Let no christian account of it so, for it is to 
him a time allotted by God for beginning and 
completing a most momentous work, — a work 
which is sufficient to fill up every part of it, to 
whatever length it may be extended, which re- 
quires the ardour of youth, — the steadiness of 
manhood, — ^and the caution of old age. Let him 
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not, therefore, defer an employment, the very coiae 
mencement of which becoBses daily more un- 
suitable to his years, and be like the tree, whidi, 
when it should be bearing fruit, is hut blossomr 
ing. For thus the rery purpose of life will be 
eluded, and a work, whose difficulties danand the 
pride and bloom of the faculties, will be first 
imposed upon them in their decay, and what 
requires unabated vigour, — ^unwearied watchful- 
ness,— unexhausted spiriti^ will be reserved for a 
bed of sickness or decline of years, seasons of 
languor, indifference, and irresohrtion. True it 
is, that highty-gifted meahave before now spokea 
in fond and complacent anticipation of s^ing 
apart some work as the suitable employment, andr 
fit solace of their old age. But how different 
was the nature of that woik from that which 
we have in contemplation. That was a work 
pleasingly associated with the past, not anxiously 
connected with the prospect of the futuve; it waa 
a natural ccmfirmation of previous^ habits, not s^ 
violent alteration; it was an amusement, not a 
toil ; a minfeter to the mind of pleasure^ and no* 
of pains. 

To day, therefore, while it is called^to day, the 
work shouM commence. Who- knows what im- 
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pediments the morrow may bring? It may bring 
friends to delude, or enemies to confound, — it 
may introduce calamity to bewilder our senses, — 
sickness to paralyze our exertions, — or death to 
cut short at once our miserable vacillation. 

Each day, as it successively becomes to day, is 
all that we can call our own : let us make it truly 
God's too, by dedicating it to his service, in sin- 
cere endeavours by newness of life here to realize 
the promise of everlasting life in the world to 
come, which he has given us in Christ Jesus our 
Saviour. 
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ON THE COMPARATIVE OPPORTUNITIES OF THE 
EARLIER AND LATER CHURCH. 



Ephes. V. 15, 16. 

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, 
hut as wise, redeeming the time, because the 
days are evil. 

The literal sense of the phrase, ^redeeming the 
time/ in this passage, and in one parallel in the 
parallel Epistle to the Colossians, has been vari- 
ously interpreted. It is quite sufficient for the 
present purpose to gather the general import of 
the text, which appears to be, that the Ephesians 
should direct their course of life with all wisdom 
and discernment, full of the knowledge of the will 
of God, so as to be enabled to distinguish the 
opportunities which he presents, and to turn 
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them to proper account, accompanied and con- 
fused as they are with the numerous impediments 
to godliness created by evil times. 

That the days are evil, has been the warning 
cry of every period of the church until now, no 
less under Christian, than under heathen govern- 
ments: for, to every period has been assigned 
some peculiar trial of the godliness of its members. 
It has sometimes been sounded forth in notes of 
encouragement to resist ; sometimes in the voice 
of most earnest deprecation to forbear, according 
as it has at one time appeared in the shape of vio- 
lent persecution, as it did to the Ephesians, and 
the rest of the primitive church; or, at another, 
assumed the less repulsive but not less dangerous 
form of imposing prosperity. This cry may be 
louder at different times, but yet as Christ has 
promised to his church to be with it to the end of 
the world, as he has promised to every two or 
three met together to be in the midst of them> as 
he has promised to each individual a sufficiency 
of grace, and that he shall not be tempted beyond 
what he can bear, but that a way to esc^ipe shall 
be made for him; it must be concluded, that any 
peculiar disadvantage under which this or that 
period may seem to labour, is balanced also by 
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some peculiar advantage, and that none has occa- 
sion for superior boast or complaint. However 
unequal the ways of man, the ways of God are 
equal. 

It is now proposed to examine this point by tak- 
ing two extreme periods, the earlier and later 
times of the Christian church. Such a compari- 
son must, if any thing can, be decisive of the 
question, since two periods could not be sdected 
more contrasted. They are as opposite as heatr- 
ness and distance, — ^as danger and security,-'-a8 
wonders and common-place. 

The first thing which strikes the inquirer, on 
approaching this investigation, is the apparently 
unqualified superiority of the earlier period> shewn 
in its possession of miraculous powers; and at 
these a wistful eye is often cast by persons, who 
not having taken due pains to lay a sure ground 
of faith, are troubled with dijfficulties and fits of 
scepticism, and cry out for signs and wonders 
that they might believe; and again, by those also, 
who disheartened at their own want of energy, 
finding it so far below the point to which they are 
conscious it should attain, wish for the super- 
natural spur which operated upon the minds of 
the early Christians. A nearer inspection will 
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reduce this superiority to the level of our. own 
times. For, with regard to the exhi bition of mira- 
cles, so much coveted, it ought to be borne in 
mind, that they acted no further in the first in- 
stance, than as challenges of the attention of 
the witness to the doctrine promulgated by the 
worker. That doctrine was still to be investigated, 
for the miracle may proceed from a good or evil 
source, (Matth. xii. 24.) and therefore, it was that 
the Beraeans, in the most fruitful period of these 
extraordinary interpositions of Divine power, when 
the wonderous works of the Apostles were sound- 
ing in their ears, and displaying before their eyes, 
tried the spirits whether they were of God, search- 
ing the Scriptures daily, to see whether these 
things were so. The question, therefore, is re- 
duced to this. First, — Is there now an equally 
importunate challenge? Secondly, — Are there 
equal means of investigation? 

4 

I. The first question is quickly resolved. 

When a miracle was exhibited before the eyes 
of the ancient heathen, it by no means necessa- 
rily roused his attention to a proper pitch of 
curiosity. Prejudice was active, — subterfuges 
had been invented, — and he could stifle all ten^ 
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dency to further investigation by ascribing it to 
magiC; or the powers ordinarily claimed by the 
wonder-workers of the day. To behold and to 
proceed in inquiry demanded sincerity of heart; 
unconquerable love of truth ; a fortitude to abide 
■ the consequences of conviction, which were by no 
means doubtful, or desirable. Hence even of the 
beholders, the number of converts was compara- 
tively small, and were of that little band, (how 
little, alas, in every stage of society,) who dared to 
see with their own eyes, and act upon the dictates 
of their own breasts. 

But it was not to every convert that a miracle 
was exhibited. And where there was a single link 
of evidence interposed, the above indisposing 
causes would operate with ten-fold influence. 
The interval was equivalent to the whole series of 
evidence interposed between those days and ours. 
And if he did not follow up immediately the call 
upon his attention, all trace was lost : the Chris- 
tian was met but here and there, came and went, 
and was quickly lost sight of amid the predomi- 
nance of the Pagan world. On the contrary, the 
unbeliever of these days must divest himself of 
first-instilled principles, and absolutely make his 
escape from society, yea even from the face of in- 
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snimate natujre, studded as it is with maniimeiifs 
of Chiistiaaity, if he would avoid the incessant 
solicitation (^ the Gospel dt Christ. Assuredly it 
would be ridiculous for the modem even to hint 
at ai^ disadvantage here. 

XL With regard to the mesEns of research^ the 
modem may murmur at the nearoess et somrce to 
the ancient, at its distance from Mmself : may 
eomphdn that he has to trace up a loi^ course of 
evidence, extending through many a^esv tl^t 
while he dips his scoop in the stream, he has not 
in immediate sight the yawning rock and the 
cleaving arm to assure him of its miraculous 
source. How Justifiable such a complaint may be> 
will appear from a very bri^ parallel of th^r res- 
pective means of evidence, and motives to enter 
faithfully upon it. To the one is presented the 
Church of Christy youngs insignifieant, and scat- 
tered, but ccmc^itrated vrith surpassing power> 
upon every point however detached^ by iti!^ po»>^ 
session of miraculous powers. To the other the 
church established firom ages, universally diffused, 
strong in connexion with the bonds of society^ but 
gifted only with the ordinary powers of the Spirit. 
To the one the records of faith, not always at hand 
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to peruse^ not always perhaps collected into one 
body« but cotemporary with his own days^ or not 
long prior. To the other every where at hand, 
gathered into one volume universally acknow- 
ledged, but of a date long prior to his own times. 
To the one an acquaintance with a despised peo- 
ple and a barbarous literature. To the other all 
that has been in association in his mind with good 
and admirable from his cradle. To the one a 
brief examination with little leisure and much 
peril. To the other a long review with ample 
leisure, and unbounded security. With regard 
to motive^ the one had every reason to desist 
where the other has every reason to begin. 
Wh^e the convert looked around for others to 
keep him in countenance, he saw them sprinkled 
here and there, the offscouring, scoff, and de- 
rision of the world, — the food of the axe, the stake, 
and the amphitheatre, — ^while he beholds all the 
civilized tribes of earth, the wise and the good, 
princes and their people, challenging him to their 
e:£ample, and crying out unto him, in freedom and 
not in bonds, to be even such as they. 

In reply to the more reasonable demand of the 
other, who covets the moral effect of the miracles 

of the early church, in stirring up the energies to 
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holy action, we may first assert generally, that the 
ancient, not having been nursed up from his 
eradle in the faith, may reasonably expect a more 
powerful excitement; and that what was lost in 
time should be made up in intensity. We should 
also take into the account, the overwhelming 
trials to which he was exposed. If, however, it 
be answered, as it may, that such trials have oc- 
curred in later periods without any corresponding 
supernatural help, then (to omit the remark that 
the extraordinary gifts at that period bestowed, 
were not so much designed for the assistance of 
individuals, as necessary to the very existence of 
the church, and have accordingly been withdrawn, 
since it has ceased to be a scattered and helpless 
body) we may confidently assert, that the desired 
moral effect still resides with the church in its 
documents — the Holy Scriptures, to which, if a 
person diligently apply, and open his heart, he 
cannot but imbibe the effect, which is not the less 
abiding for not being communicated by imme- 
diate impulse. In fact, the distance at which he 
views the wonderous dealings of God in olden 
times, is compensated by their being presented, 
not detached, as they must have been to the spec- 
tator, but coming before his mind in one harmoni- 
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ous series/ converging to one purpose ; not to the 
benefit of this or that individual, or particular 
church, as they might have appeared when they 
took place, but to the support and glory of the 
church, to the comfort and encouragement of its 
members throughout all lands, and all ages, to the 
end of the world. O, yes! even to us at the pre- 
sent day, if we but give our hearts and minds 
their due exercise in Hieir most glorious province, 
and draw nigh with them, and commune with 
Him, with whom a thousand years are as a day, 
and generations but a span long, the effect of 
those wonderous works comes down through ages 
undiminished. Even to us the dumb speaks, — 
the withered arm glows with life, — the leper drops 
his polluting scales, — the lame walk, — the blind 
see, — the dead arise. 

To say nothing of individual experience. We 
have convincing proof of this, from public and 
well-known facts. For in what instance have 
the modem martyrs &llen beneath the ancient? 
Their bodily sufferings could scarcely be less, — 
their spiritual trial certainly more severe, as it 
was administered by false brethren, and not by 
avowed unbelievers. Mighty, indeed, is the 
power of the word of God, when read diligently 
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and earnestly; as the voice of our Saviour speak- 
ing to us, searching our thoughts^ and rousing 
our aflTections. But it comes with incalculable 
force in the hour of trouble, which shuts out all 
help and comfort from without, and compels us 
to the only place of refuge, — ^the throne of God> 
established in our own bosoms by kmg and un* 
wearied edification of his Gospel. 

Thus far with regard to the most obvious 
appearance of unequal distribution of advantage 
to the members of the earlier and later church. 
A less prominent, but certainly not less important 
subject of comparison, is the nature of those 
daily and ordinary opportunities^ which the 
Christian is to distinguish, and separate from 
their accompanying impediments, and turn to the 
account of godliness. 

Christ in his holy church, has assigned to 
every one his proper station. AU is ordained of 
him, even to the very door-keeper of his house> 
the lowest of his holy priesthood. And, as 
he has openly appointed some apostles, — ^some 
prophets, — some evangelists, — and some pastors 
and teachers, with their respective spheres of 
duty; so has he also not less really, though from 
the nature of the thing less visibly, determined 
the place and duties of all those for whose edifi- 
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eatioii they were appointed. And most grievously 
will the layman mistake, if he think that all his 
thoughts and actions are to be less directed 
towuds the honour and glory of the great head 
and glorious body to which he belongs; than the 
lives of tiliose who occupy as doctors in his church 
a more d^nite place. If his e;iKertions foe from 
his station less conspicuous^ they must not be 
less substantial; from every one God requires 
the whole of his services, which he must duly 
rendejr, keeping watch with his eye by day, and 
his ear by night. 

From the moment that the Christian awakes 
each day, to that in which his Master kindly lays 
him down again, he is encountered by a per- 
petual throng of circumstances, in which he must 
distinguish good from evil, extracting from them 
the opportunity which God presents, and sur- 
mounting the impediments with which it may be 
clogged. He must not think to despise the slight- 
ness of the occasion: Were it, in his Lord's own 
words, but to give a cup of cold water, it must not 
be passed by. For it comes immediately from his 
hands; it is afforded as a means of stirring up, 
and calling out into practice, the grace which is 
in him; of exercising his spiritual strength; of 
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trjring his disoemment; and is tke foreruBiier <^ 
another which its omisuon will render more 
difficulty both of being dutinguished and arrested. 
Unemployed, it is irrevocable; mis-employed, it 
is pernicious. Such opportunities are too apt to 
be estimated by the effects which they produce 
around us, which may often be trifling, and not 
upon us, which can never be unimportant, oft^ier 
than we think most momentous. Thus, at every 
step and turn, the Christian has some call upon 
him to separate good from evil ; to choose the 
one, and eschew the other; diligently distin- 
guishing the work of the Lord from the business 
of the world. 

Applying these considerations to the case before 
us, it must be allowed that the state of prosperity 
and security, by which the present period oi the 
church differs from the earlier, especially from 
that in which the Apostle addressed the Ephe- 
sians, makes the discernment of God's opportuni- 
ties more difficult. We are not mingled with the 
heathen side by side, the contrast of whose dark- 
ness would bring them before us in a stronger 
light. They are of the colour of all around, lie 
hid in the multiplicity of similar shapes. It is 
Christian society all around us. At the same 
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time, however, we are delivered from the danger- 
ous infection of the heathen's example; which, 
while it threw some things forward in a stronger 
light, offered too convenient a shade for others. 
Again, not to dwell upon the unwillingness of 
exertion produced by such a state, prosperity 
mingles evil with good in so subtle an union, 
throws such an equalizing gloss on the face of 
things, and renders also, by the compact con- 
dition of society which accompanies it, relations 
«o complicated, that a steady and acute discern- 
ment is necessary to distinguish what is wholesome 
from what is unwholesome. Whereas, in times of 
affliction, when society is broken up, those rela- 
tions are narrow and simple, the opportunity to 
be arrested is of greater dimensions, comes in a 
pronounced and distinct form, set out in all the 
contrast of light and shade. But then it comes 
accompanied with circumstances of terror and 
dismay sufficient to quell any heart which has not 
prepared itself to undergo the extreme of suffering. 
While, in the other case, the person raises around 
him but a ring or two of waves of trouble upon 
the calm surface of society, and all is still as before. 
Besides, this latter has had more leisure to form and 
give an edge to his discernment, he has been all 
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along tised to the minute shades by which cir- 
cumslMices around him are distinguished, and the 
calm and security with which God hath blessed 
him win indeed have been abused if it shall not 
have been employed in maturing the fieunilties 
which he has given him with a view to their im^ 
provement. Steadiness of view, patience of ob- 
servation, and a quick discernment of minute 
differences, are the qualities which his state is 
required to produce. But supposing the oppor- 
tunity equally discerned by each party. It may 
now be contended that it is not with us presented 
in company with those distinct and energetic 
motives to action, which enforced its application 
in earlier times. It is true. In our days of peace, 
society movei^ but sluggishly in answer to any 
impression. The effect, therefore, does not so 
immediately follow; there are certain stages in 
the operation, and hence also we have often a 
series of motives to go through before we arrive 
at the final which determines. We are, moreover, 
naturally reluctant to disturb the calm surface 
around us by any unusual exertion. Whereas, in 
the other case, the effect would more immediately 
follow, and society was already in derangement. 
Blit we have most ample compensation in this. 
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that our declining such opportunities is not so 
immediately &tal. There is a train of them, and 
in the space allowed us between the neglect of 
the first, and a fall from the fiuth, we may retrieve 
ourselves by arresting another. But there was 
presented at once the dreadful final alternative, 
''Christ or no Christ,*^ add the opportunity once 
passed, gave him over to a reprobate mind, — ^ac- 
cused him of apostaey, — ^bade him curse God and 
die. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
says, (vi. 4.) '' For it is impossible for those who 
were mice enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come, if 
they shall fall away, to renew them again unto 
repentance; seeing they crucify to th^nselved 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame." Any wilful sin was certain in those days 
of persecution to draw that of apostacy with 
it: the above passage, therefore, would excite no 
remark upon its uncompromising severity. Yet 
how alarming is its tone to the reader of the 
preset day; conscious of wilful sin, how dread- 
ful does he find his situation, and how dispro- 
portionate does he think the consequences to the 
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offence. But how relieved he feels at once from 
all his terrots when he has discovered that it is 
the sin of apostacy which is thus terribly de- 
nounced, and how careful modem commentators 
are to assure him of this ! We have, in this fact, a 
strong proof of the happiness of our lot in these 
later days. 

We might proceed to a long extent in com- 
paring the circumstances of the two periods. 
But sufficient perhaps has been already stated, 
and it may be enough to observe in brief, that 
^en physical courage was rather called into 
action — ^now moral. Then danger was rather 
the object of dread — ^now opinion. Then man 
was combated rather face to face — ^now he is en- 
trapped by a net for the feet. The tempter then 
had more recourse to brute force — now he in- 
sinuates. On these, and similar points, we should 
still find advantage and disadvantage equally dis- 
tributed to the two periods, and that God's ways 
are equal : it is ours that are unequal. 

We are not, therefore, in the least behind our 
predecessors in the church of Christ on this 
consideration: we have equal means with the 
Ephesians of '^ redeeming the time, since the days 
are evil.*" And having ascertained the peculiar 
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character of our times^ let us become sensible to 
the imposing necessity of turning it to its proper 
account, — of using the leisure and security which 
we are enjoying to the cultivation of the faculties 
with which God has blessed us, — to bring them, in 
a time so favourable, to that degree of ripeness, 
that we may in every case distinguish the oc- 
casions presented by our Master of serving him 
to the honour and glory of his name. There are 
also not a few errors, peculiar to this our state, 
against which we have to guard, and one or two 
of these I shall now proceed to describe. * 

When alarmed at the uncontemplated result of 
any action, men are apt to flee for consolation to 
the consciousness of having done it with the best 
and purest intentions. Now this would be a 
reasonable resource for one, who, as in the times 
of ancient persecution, lived from day to day with 
his life on the edge of the sword, who, in jeopardy 
every hour, had little time to balance conse- 
quences, and therefore trusted in God for sup- 
plying his deficiency of foresight, provided the 
feeling upon which he acted were right. But it 
will furnish no excuse for us at this our period. 
The Great Searcher of all hearts has for us another 
interrogation to put. — ''Has due advantage been 
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taken of the leisure and security afforded in my 
Church to form thai conscience aright I The 
volume containing my will has never been vio- 
lently plui^ed out of your hands, so comparatively 
regular is the train of events, that scarcely one 
might not have been provided against by a mind 
zealous of obedience: your meditations have been 
unbroken from without. What excuse, then, can 
you plead for being tak^i by surprise at any 
moment, and being obliged to act blindfold 
upon the crude and hasty dictates of an unin^ 
iirmed conscience 7 *" Let us anticipate in our 
own hearts this /solemn interrogation, and judge 
ourselves, that we be not judged of the Lord. If 
mere conscience (not considering whether it be 
informed or not, according to the means afforded) 
be sufficient to sanctify any act, how soon would 
the will of our Master become a dead letter, since 
he that knows much and he that knows little may 
then do equally good service. How unnecessarily 
urgent would seem the Apostle's injunction ''to be 
vigilant, to be sober, to be understanding what the 
will of the Lord is.** Why need we think ol the 
advice ''to examine our ownselves, prove our own- 
selves, know our ownselves T Why should we 
take heed to the warning of the Prophet, who tells 
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US 'Hbat the heart ui^ deceitful above all things?'^ 

WI^ to the commatid ''to make the best of the 

talents oomimtted to our efaarge>'^ of whidi the 

Imowledge of God'a will is the most precious^ for 

be hm not made us mere creatures c^ impulse? 

Assuredly the heart whtdi has not been strictly 

trained up, md mformed l^ diligait oomparison 

with God's holy word and commandments, which 

has not had its motives continually and jealously 

questioned, nor been checked here, — spurred 

there, — disciplined every where,-— wiH, whensud* 

denly called forth, carry into action some interestcNk 

imitive, some unworthy affecti<m which the emer-^ 

gency of the moment aDows it not leisure to sift 

and expel. When too late these make their 

appearance, overwhelm with shame and confosion, 

and discourage in future from the very best and 

safest undertakings^ 

If in this period we are called upon for a higher 
exertion of our faculties, we have also to guard 
more against that abuse c{ them, which, like the 
weed to the plant, is so apt to spring up with it, 
and choke or destroy its growth. One of these, 
beyond all others, requires a constant curb from 
the sober and vigilant Christian^ and the more so 
perhaps in proportion to the cultivation of his 
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mind, and that is, the imagination. Beyond num- 
ber, indeed, and beyond weight, are the eyib to 
which its abuse may give birth. One only, how- 
ever, concerns the subject now in hand. 

In those early days of the church, to which so 
much reference has been made, the real and 
deeply contrasted events with which they were 
engaged, — the numerous perils with which they 
were beset around, — ^the frequent calls to come 
forward and do or suffer, utterly prevented them 
from attending to its delusions. But in a period 
•f leisure and security, like ours, it is drawn upon 
to supply, as it may, that excitement, and admi- 
nister to that novelty which is so natural to man. 
This it is which above all blinds the mind's sight 
to the occasions presented by the hand of God. 
They are not sufficiently striking forsooth, they 
are associated with common-place and the de- 
tail of ordinary life ; they are tricked out in none 
of those brilliant colours with which it has inves- 
ted the day of proof and trial. They are, there- 
fore, carelessly passed by. Another comes, and 
stiU another, but neither is it yet the time. He 
reserves himself for a day of his own choosing, 
and not of God's offering ; he looks forward in his 
carnal mind to some theatrical exhibition of his 
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faiths and the future confessor, amid his lofty 
speculation is overthrown, and brought to the 
ground by the slightest and the most despised 
of daily incidents. For the value of any excite- 
ment of mind, where this power is concerned; for 
the reality of his zeal, his love, his faith, and all 
on which he builds, I would refer him to no 
unsubstantial vision, but an actual scene which 
shortly preceded the death of our blessed Lord. 
Of all that immense crowd which with waving 
boughs of palm, and loud hosannas, were con- 
ducting him through the streets of Jerusalem, ovet 
their strewn garments, in triumph to his temple, 
' — how many but a few days after interfered 
to save him from the cross, — ^how many did not 
surround that cross with mockings and revilings ? 
Shall the opportunity/ then, set before his eyes, 
serve at best but as a keynote to a strain of idle 
dreaming and unprofitable speculation ? Yet, to 
use the words of the Lawgiver, it is not hidden 
from him, neither is it afar off; it is not in heaven, 
nor beyond the sea, but it is nigh unto him, that 
he may do it. Of never let the healthy activity 
of practice yield to a morbid habit of speculation.^ 
Hurtful as the effects of such an exchange will 
be, they will not stop at mere neglect of oppor-f 

H 
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tuBities^ but go ott ta aiutermime the fowKtaticnr 
of rdigJMRAS. Mth, whiek ean ccmtmue pure ia 
doctrine, aaid vkal in practice, only liy leaohrtely 
casting eff aB sel&conceived notioiis; by braging 
the iKiAgioatiAn m strict subjeciiim to the sober 
tenoar of Serij^aire; by givii^ up the heart in. all 
simplicity^ am^ the mind in concentrated attentioa 
upon its facts and doctrines^ and by seeking dili* 
gently every occasion ta put the grace of God 
into pradieal eS^t. 

When our blessed Sariour was anointed by 
Msury with »; most costly uAguent, a marnmi was 
vestted a^nst her by the maxi who was* on the 
peiat of betraying him> becauee she had mot 
cather soldi it^ adad distributed tiie money to the 
poor. Out Lord appeared of Maury's act>, he 
accepted it as the last pio«s office of ai mearest 
and; deaorest friend, who had thus anc^nited Us 
body for badal. Bj this approval he hae gi\^ 
11^ indeed, a. sriirong admcmition how we should 
employ erery occasion of shewii^ towaede him 
our entire devotioft and love. For thai. oeeitekMi 
is offered by Umself, in that he is peculiarly pre* 
sent. We are not to turn away^ as his betrayer> 
and the tempter of that betrayer would persuade 
UB, and shirt up our heart, substituting for the 
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lively reality, a crowd of beings, of neither time 
nor place, who c^n neither feel nor be felt for ; 
thus entering into a ruinous barter, by which we 
nfay think to make compensation for our neglect 
of God's work, by the greater good which we ima- 
gm6 durselres to be pursuing, and proceeding in 
regular course from sins of omission, to those of 
commission. What indeed were this, but a men- 
tal idolatry,' — what, but to turn from the face of 
the' liting God, and address ourselves to the work 
of otif own hands : rstthei let us pour upon him, 
now thaSt he is with us, the whole treasure of 
our exertions, and fill the hoAse of his' presence 
wftti its perfume. Whatever the future may be, 
howfever brilliant, however important, let us^ re- 
Aiember that, by G6d's ordinance, the present is 
ib^ 6!nly door to it; arid if, in our hasty pre- 
smnptidny we leap over the wall, we alight with- 
out* the Ibid of God, and not within it. 

In that fold, in hid holy and blessed church, 
w6 haive bteen gathered by Christ, having been 
bm^ht; Mrith a price, even with his own precious 
blood, anfd are his servants to do his will, arid not 
to seek orir d wn. We are t6 keep a vigilant Idok 
out for the opportunities peculiar £6 the seVeraF 

stations which he has assigned us, arid these, if 

h2 
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attended to^ are sufficient to crowd our spher* 
of duty to fulness. In arrogating a wider range^ 
we are assuming a power which he has not ac- 
corded us, and with a barren ambition, overlook- 
ing what he has put legitimately into our grasp. 
There, in that calling in which he hath called us, 
is his presence chamber ; there is his holy place, 
in which only, he will accept our offerings ; there 
is the Zion of the living God, where, if we be not 
found, we are bowing before the calves at Bethel. 
If our own experience haply has not taught us, 
let us learn from the warning voice of others, 
that if there be one circumstance which more 
then another . imbitters a retrospect, it is the 
view of unemployed opportunities. They have 
glided by perhaps with slight impression, and 
carelessly noticed, but, like those bowmen of old, 
are terrible when past, dealing behind them 
wounds of remorse and shame. Then their des- 
piser in amazement beholds the number which 
he has permitted to pass by, and sees them block- 
ing up against him that point, to which they 
were tending, and might have conducted him. 
And that is some blessing from which he now 
finds himself for ever excluded ; some honourable 
sphere, perhaps, of usefulness, never now to be 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON IV. 101 

gained; some service in his heaVenly Master's 
house on earthy replete with heart-filling and ex- 
alted duties, which is now unattainable ; and 
finding that future upon which he has been 
drawing, like a thoughtless spendthrift, entirely 
empty of its treasures, sits down bankrupt in 
libpe, and bemoaning his folly in vain. 

Can. he complain that these opportunities come 
to him not suflSciehtly distinct for his appre- 
hension? — this is but to admit that he was de- 
ficient in vigilance. His heavenly Master gave 
him ample notice of their passage, — ^for all were 
accompanied with some change of body or mind, 
or the things without, — with gain or with loss,— 
with joy or with sorrow,— with warning or with 
invitation, which might have awakened all but 
the determinedly reckless. And by their proper 
disposal, he might have obtained the gift of still 
greater, and seen in their Giver, an unfailing 
author of good, to whom he could look up with 
confidence in the hour of need, — an object of 
faithful, though imperfect services, whom he 
could regard with the sure and certain hope of 
his reward, — an indulgent and long-suffering Lord, 
who would be often content to take the will for 
the deed. But now, alas, the contrast! He sees in 
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that Giver, a kind master neglected and dis- 
obeyed, — ^a friend who had even given his life for 
him empty-handed, and unrequited, — a witness 
whose testimony shall reach his most secret and 
perverse ways, — and a Judge> with whom there 
shall he no favour. 

*^ The Lord giyeth, and the Lord taketh away.** 
Q 1 as be hatb ^iven us the light through his 
Holy Spirit, may he continue it unto us, nor may 
we by recklessness of life, give him cause to take 
it away. May we thus be enabled with all dis- 
cernment to redeem the time, with grace tP 
order all our works to his honour and glory, an4 
offer to him in our souls and our bodies, a con- 
tinual sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
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ON THE JPORMBR AND THE LATTER DATS« 

Rom. XV. 10. 

Rejfoice^ ye Gentiles, with bis people. 

The day, whence the Church i^ now dating 
its holy seasons, the anniversary of the first 
Epiphany of our Lord, was that on which may 
foe said to commence the gathering of the Jew 
and Gentile into one fold by his manifestation 
to the latter. It thus divided the world, past 
and to come, into two portions, distinct as 
darkness from lights and denominated by the 
Prophets the former and the latter^ days. In 
those they lived, and to these they looked for- 
ward with straining eyes and yearning hearts. 
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as the great Prophet and Lawgiver to the pro- 
mised land (but not to be entered by him) from 
the heights of Pisgah, and in these we are dwel^ 
ling: our forefathers, under the conduct of the 
second Joshua, haying exchanged the palling 
food and scanty wells of the wilderness for the 
varied abundance of a land flowing with milk 
and honey, and the full unfailing stream of a 
spiritual Jordan. On such an occasion it should 
seem but reasonable to review the blessedness 
upon which we have entered, and enhance it& 
enjoyment by a retrospect of the comfortless 
region whence we originally came. 

At the time of this our Saviour's manifesta- 
tion, the civilized portion of the globe may, 
with reference to their fitness for appreciating 
the blessing then revealing, be divided, — both 
Jew and Gentile, into two classes. One con- 
sisted of such as buried their hearts and under- 
standings in the outward. forms and ceremonie»^ 
of religion, which had been handed down from 
their ancestors, — a continually accumulating mass, 
which in the end absorbed every moment neces- 
sary to the exertion of the spirit, and forbade 
it the least leisure which might enable it to pene- 
trate their thick covering. So had even the 
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divine law of Moses been overlaid, and its spirit 
reduced to mere formal letter by the supersti- 
tions of the Pharisees. Another comprehended 
those who saw the inanity and pernicious effects 
of the burden to which the vulgar had so [im- 
plicitly bowed the back. This last may again 
be considered uiider two divisions, — the first of 
such as being repelled by the absurdities of the 
vulgar, passed into the opposite extreme, and 
denied the most important truths, as the Sad- 
ducees among the Jews ; the Epicureans among 
the heathen,— and the second of those, who, 
estimating at their due value those supersti- 
tions, were but the more induced by their con- 
tradiction to their own feelings to search out 
the truth, and endeavour to arrive at the pure 
model which had been thus hideously disguised 
by the superfluous dress, put on from time to 
time by successive generations. To this di- 
vision, so lamentably insignificant, if appreciated 
by its numbers ; so highly important, if by its' 
intelligence, belonged the remnant of Israi^* 
which was to be saved, of which we have ex- 
amples in Anna and Simeon, and the luminaries 
in the better philosophy of the heathen world. 
And to this, as comprehending all whose notions 
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can best supply us wUli me^u of estimating 
our own blessedness as living in tbe Utter 
days, and put m in mind of whal; we have 
derived from the first manifestation of the 
Saviour of thie world, it will be to my present 
purpose to refer. 

So connected is the whole scheme of the Gos^ 
pel^ so intimately related in all its parts, that 
it will be sufficient to canvas their opinions 
upon one point only; which familiar though it 
be to us, as being the cardinal doctrine of our 
religion, almost indeed a summary of the rest« 
waa to them the gr^test mystery of all : I mean 
the remission of sins. 

The pious and intelligent Jew, when he oou- 
t^Bplated the law, pure as it came into the 
haads of Moses from the Angel of the Cove<- 
nant^ could not fail to be struck by its inade^ 
quacy. Not, indeed, that be could have AiBr 
covered this of himself: but the very lUve^ 
lation supplied him, by God's express purpose, 
with elements of thought, which legitimai^ely 
pursued, carried him in advance beyond the 
point at which its injunctions stopped and 
ceremonies ceased. God subjected the creature 
in hope. But with his eyes thus opened he 
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found the liberty^ to which he attained, oii 
the assurance of remission of sins, every where 
circumscribed, and the Spirit tied down t<^ 
the letter. Repentance^ implied in the con- 
fession made previous to the sacrifice, was re- 
quired of him, but he could not go, as faiii 
he would, immediately before God with thig 
spiritual offering, with the sacrifice of a broken 
heart and contrite spirit. He was sternly re- 
minded of a sinful body, held at a mortifying 
distance, a bar being opposed by a ceremony 
of the flesh. Nay, even this carnal saerifiee 
could not be offered by himself He must 
pffer it through the intervention of anot^er^^^-^the 
priest, whose holiness again, which gave him 
admission to the footstool of the Lord's throne, 
was not real, but imputed in virtue of his con- 
secration. Sp forcibly was thrust upon the 
penitent, at every step, the sense of his utter 
intrinsic unholiness; and what, after all, was 
the saqrifice? The blo€>d of animals, whic^ 
his reason told him could in itseif have no 
efficacy to the washing away of sin, and taught 
him to consider as a minister of the deepest 
humiliation, for he saw in it a rigorous ex- 
tortion of confession of unworthiness, a severe 
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and visible reproof which there was no evading. 
He was put in mind of the heinousness of his 
offence, and warned of his own deserts by the 
death of the victim slaughtered before his eyes. 
He found himself in the situation of a culprit, 
upon whom, though assured by his judge of 
pardon, yet the sentence of death went forth 
in all its appalling terms,-^in all its forms of 
degradation. So that, after all the process, 
spiritual and carnal, had been gone through, 
the mind still felt its impurity, was keenly 
sensible to the pain of its fall from innocence : 
there was none of that freedom and assurance 
of acceptance with which the Christian, being 
perfected as pertaining to the conscience by 
the blood of Christ, comes before God. He 
came with all the timid conscience of a pardoned 
slave, not with the frank and generous con- 
fidence of an accepted son. And deeply, indeed, 
must this child of Israel have felt his humi- 
liated condition, when not himself only, but 
all the sons of Abraham, the whole gathered 
nation of vaunted privileges, were annually, on 
the great day of atonement, summoned before 
the bar of God, and underwent, in the very 
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ceremony of absolution, all the forms of con- 
demnation and death. 

If we add to this general feeling of bondage, 
which the very assurance of forgiveness, com- 
pared with the means through which it was 
conveyed, would suggest, the fact, that these 
burdensome rites were declared by God himself, 
through the mouth of his prophets, to be indeed 
unnecessary in theviselves, at the same time that 
he insisted so strictly upon their imposition, and 
so far from containing essentially any thing spiri- 
tual must yield to moral excellence, — that to obey 
was said by him to be better than sacrifice; and 
to hearken, than the fat of rams, — that God desired 
mercy and not sacrifice, and that the knowledge 
of God was more than burnt offerings; must he 
not in this article of remission of sins have still 
more deeply felt his bondage, — lamented his 
straitened spirit, — and deemed the yoke all but 
intolerable? When, in proceeding further, we 
find that it was intimated to him in terms suffici- 
ently plain in the inspired writings, that the 
priesthood was to be changed, — the old covenant 
abolished, — that an immediate communication, 
and no longer through the cold repelling form 
of types, was to be opened with God, all by a 
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second special intertention of hte with manfcind 
through his Christy — that the fery time was 
fixedy — ^faow must he have sighed to eiscape frbm 
the house of boildage^ — ^faow restiess mlist have 
heen ther Abode ^ his prisouhholtoe^ with the 
ghid sounds of a glorious world Without reaehmg 
his eai^i ted a riy, iu tantaliEing token, struggling 
fhrtfugh the loophcrfe^ of his dungeon* Ol 
feiAtly, indeed^ Most fainfily (and blessed be God 
for it) can we enter into the fedings of tlvosd 
h<^ bosotois which were expecting redemption 
in Israel, At our Lord's first Epiphany, and but 
slightly experiencie^ the fotce of thoi^ ekpressions 
6f the hoAy Skn6on^ wheoy on his presentation, he 
held up before the Lord, the Saviour of the world, 
and cried, ''Lord! now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace, according to thy word, for mine 
ey*8 have seen thy salvation*'' — 

Turning from the perplexity of the Jew upon 
this doctrine, let us now advert to the l^athen. 
We shaD find that here it was ata utter mystery, 
the unravelling of which was* quite beyond hii» 
powers, to whatever degree ejierteS:. 

The forgiveness of sins has been very comtiKmly 
ascribed to repentance. Thiff is oner of those 
numerous instances in which constant concomf- 
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